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will have to submit to a reduction equiva-
lent 0 what we are asked to surrender.
Eggs that brought 1s, 6d. a dozen at this
time last year are now bringing only 5%ad.
to 6d. per dozen wholesale. At the Har-
vey show yesterday, I was told by some
potato growers that they had wonderful
erops, some as heavy at ten tons to the aere,
but that it would probably be cheaper to
let the poiatoes remain in the ground than
to dig them out. At the Midland Junetion
sales yesterday, good wethers in the wool
were 1ls. 3d. apiece. Surely to goodness,
in agreeing to a reduetion of 10 per cent.,
we are only falling into line with the pri-
mary producers!

Hon. G. W. Miles:
doing that.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: At any
rate, it is an acknowledgment that the cost
of living has been reduced equal to the
percentage we are asked to forego. I was
in the House when Parliamentary allow-
anees were increased by £200 a year. The
reason given for increasing them was the
high cost of living. By the same token we
should now reduce our allowances. I ad-
mit that members like Mr. Williams, who
have to live on their Parliamentary allow-
ances and who have to yield up portion to
meet the demands of constituents who in-
dulge in leg-pulling, are at a disadvantage.

Hon. Sir BEdward Wittenoom: Leg-pull-
ing by whom, their lady constituents?

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: As we
granted ourselves increased allowances on
the score of the higher cost of living, we
should submit to a reduction now that the
cost of living is declining. I support the
second reading.

On motion by Hon. W. H. Kitson, debate
adjourned.

We are not even

House adjourned at 6.3 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—MINING, PROSPECTORS’
SUSTENANCE.

Hon. M. F. TROY asked the Minister
for Mines: 1, ¥s he aware that a large num-
ber of prospectors have applied to the Mines
Departinent for sustenance to earry on pros-
peeting operations, and that the Central
Mining Board are unable to deal with the
applieations owing to lack of funds? 2,
When will the necessary funds be provided?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
1, Yes. 2, I hope to make a definite an-
nouncement in a few days.

QUESTION—STATE TERRY SERVICE.

Mr. WELLS asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: 1, Have the Government imported
the engines for use in a new South Pertht
ferry boat, and what was their landed cost?
2, Have tenders been called for the con-
struction of a new ferry boat? 3, If net,
when do the Government intend 1o call ten-
ders for its eonstruetion? 4, What amount
has becn paid by the Government during
the last 12 months for the hire of boais
in the maintenance of the Mends Street-
Barrack Street serviee?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Yes. Approximate cost £4,800, 2,
No. 3, Owing to heavy eost of construetion
it is not proposed to call tenders for the
time being. 4, £267 15s. for the year ended
30th June, 1930,
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BILL—SALARIES TAX.
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 16th October.

HON. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [4.33]:
The Notice Paper contains a substantial
number of taxieg Bills that unfortunately,
because of things heing as they are, will
bave oufstanding resuits. In times of pros-
perity taxation is unsually low; revenue is
buoyant, and in many dirvections there is
not the same need tor heavy taxation. This
occurs at a period, too, when the prople
would be best able to bear heavier taxa-
tion. [n a time like the present, when trade
is depressed, and things generally are fairly
bad, it is an occasion when increased taxa-
tion has to be levied, and yet it is unfor-
tunately an occasion when the public are
not in a position to meet ineressed taxa-
tion owing to the depressed circumstances.
In recent months within the Commonwealth
there have been great increases in taxa-
tion. Federal taxes have been piled up be-
cause of the financia] difficulties the Com-
monwealth Parliament have to face, until
we scarcely know where we are with the
increases that are going on. Then there
are our own taxes, which at present are
substantial. Certainly they are not as high
as in many of the other States, but until
the reeent increases in some of them ours
were ahout on a level with many of the
sister States. Not, the least of the burdens
of taxation is that which is levied by the
loeal governing bodies. I am beginning to
find that out. A man is taxed on where he
lives in the city with water rates and other
charges, In the country he has to pay local
rates and other taxes also, until I am afraid
people in the country are being taxed out
of existence, or to such an extent that it
must have a very detrimental effeet upon
employment. As we all know, the amount
of taxation that the people have to pay bas
a very solid contributing effect upon the
difficulties of unemployment. When money
is taken from the citizens for the purpose
of government, it means that those people
have less money to spend. There will there-
fore be less employment. Whether we like
it or not, the financial position of the State
is such that there must be very severe econo-
mies in expenditure and some form of in-
creased taxation. That is bhecause we have
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undertaken to balance the ledger for this
year. Heve, 1 can only repest what { said
earlier in the session, that the great trouble
we are faced with is that we have to bal-
ance the ledger, wot only in this, but in
all the other States, in one year. To have
to do this in so short a period forces taxa-
tion in many direetions, which would no:
otherwise be necessary if the balancing of
the ledger were spread over a longer ferm.
In balancing the ledger this year, we havd
to go to ball a million better than we did
last year, or a little more beeause of the
deficit, and we have also to make provision
tor an additional substantial amount for
added interest.

The Premier: And exchange.

Hon. I'. COLLIER: Exchange is a new
item in our FEstimates. Altogether it is
a very heavy hurden to have to face in one
vear. There may be, and will be differences
of opinion as to what forms taxation should
take.

The Premier: We shall always be wrong.
Ask your own colleagues,

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is one of the most
diffienlt tasks to frame taxation Bills, he-
canse there will always be the agsertion that
the other fellow should pay. 1 know the
diffienities attached to the position. The
first thing to bear in mind with respect to
this Bill is that it taxes oll Government en-
plovees. The impression is abroad that the
tax relates only to those who come under
the Public Service Aet, the salaried officials
of the Public Service. That is not so. Tt
taxes all who are in Government emplov-
ment, whether they are in receipt of sal-
aries or wages. It taxes theose in semi-Gov-
ernment departments, which include not
only those in the direct Public Service, but
those engaged in the publie utilities, trad-
ing concerns, and all those activities set out
in the second schedule of the Bill. That
ought to be made clear in the mind of the
publie.

The Premier: If they are taxable.
tain exemptions are provided.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The effect of all this
should be made clear. The Bill applies to
all who are in Government employvment and
te those who will be taxable. There is
an exemption of €252 for married people,
or those who have persons dependent upon
them. The arguments that were advanced
on Tuesday with regard to the reduction

Cer-
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in the allowances to members of Parlia-
ment, apply as well in this ease. The Bill
singles out for taxation one section of the
people whose inecome consists of wages or
salaries, and does not touch ihe large num-
ber of people who are in receipt of salaries
or wages outside the Government service

The Premier: Most of them have had
their salaries cut down already.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That has freely been
stated in the Press. As a matter of fact
I should think that the reduction in wages
or salaries, of those in commercial houses
or private employment, must be very
limited at present.

The Premier: It is tremendous.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The great majority
of those in employment are working undev
awards of the Arbitration Court, and the
court has not yet made any reduction. If
the salaries of those in private employment
have been reduced, it can only be in those
cases where the persons concerned are not
working under industrial Arbifration Court
awards.

The Premier: We ean eXempt anyone
who is reduced by reclassifieation, or by an
award of the court.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Anyone whose in-
come is reduced because of part-time em-
ployment or rationing.

The Premier: Or a reduction in wages.

Hon. P. COLLIER: To the extent that
snech a man suffers a reduction, there is
provision to eover him in the Bill

The Premier: The reclassifieation is due,
you know.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Let me take the case
of those in private employment. say in
banks, insurance companies and commereinl
houses. There are tens of thousands of
women and men in nrivate employment
who mav he drawing salaries or wages equiv-
alent to those set out in this Bill. They will
be entirely free from this form of taxation.
It is limited only to those in Government
emplovment and a considerable number »f
those in private employment have just as
much security and econtinunity of work as
have those in the Public Service. To all
intents and purposes, those employed in com-
mereial houses and other places of business
jn the city are permanent employees, and
yet they will not be affected by the Bill at
all. Those in Government employment are
singled ont as we, our unfortunate selves,
were singled ont under the Bill we disenssed

on Tuesday. I will give the House some in-
stanees to indicate how the Bill will affect
Government employees. Take the person
who is in receipt of an annual salary of
£204. Under the Bill he will pay £7 16s.

The Premier: That applies to single per-
sons.

Hon. P. COLIJER: Yes, that is what will
be paid by those people to whom the Bill
will apply. Itis clear that it does not apply
to married persons or those with dependants
who receive a salary less than £252. On she
other hand, single persons will have to pay
that amount. In addition, that individual
will have to pay income tax amounting to
£2 55, 44, Hon. members will see how much
in excess is the impost under the Bill com-
pared with what will have to be paid as
income tax. The person in receipt of £300
a year will pay £14 6s. per annum under
the Bill and £4 5s. as income tax. It must
he made elear that the impost under the Bill
is not in lieu of income tax. The latter tax
will have to be paid in addition. The per-
son in receipt of a salary of £360 per annum
will have to pay £22 15s. under the Bill, and
£5 14s, 7d. on account of income ftax.
So the rates progress until we find that
the person in receipt of £600 per annum will
have to pay a salaries tax of £44 17s, and
£13 15s. as income tax. A large number . £
peeple in private employment who are n
receipt of salaries equivalent to those I have
mentioned will pay income tax only, anr
nothing at all under the Bill. There is a
great distinetion, therefore, between the
treatment received by persons in the Gov-
ernment Serviee and that accorded those en-
gaged by private employers., If a speciul
tax on salaries is justified, surely one sec-
tion gught not {0 be singled out in that ve-
spect. Yet that is the position with regard
to this tax. Persons in private employment
will be immune. It is trae that a large num-
ber of people have had their incomes greatly
reduced. The farmers have been mentioned
and the same applies to business people and
traders of all descriptions. Many of them,
of course, have no income at all that ean e
reduced. I am not unmindful of the fact
that some people engaged in trade or bms-
iness are worse off to-day than those who are
in receipt of wages and salaries, bdacause
their whole income has disappeared in one
direction or another. I do not know what
the position is regarding some of the pro-
fessions.
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The Attorney General: Some have nothing
coming to them at all—architects, for in-
stance.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not know how
those engaged in the legal and medical pro-
fessions are sitnated.

The Attorney General: I am told that the
doctors are having a rather rough spin.

Hon. P. COLLIER: And I am told that
the legal work has not decreased.

Mr, H. W. Mann: Recently the undertak-
ers put some of their men on half time!

Hon. P. COLLIER : That means that most
of the doctors are working overtime in order
to achieve results to the detriment of the
undertakers,

The Attorney General: And of the lawvers
too, hecause they do not get probate fees.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not propose to
lahour the question, because I have said all
I have to say already on the Bill we dealt
with on Tuesday. What I said then applies
to the Bill now before us. The Bill clearly
singles out one section and leaves untouchidl
another seefion in receipt of similar wages
and salaries. To that extent the measure
runs counter to all accepted principles of
equity with regard to taxation.

MR. McCALLUM (South Fremantle)
[4.51]: Although the impost fo he levied
under the Bill is fermed a tax, the Bill is
really one to reduce wages and salaries. In
its essence the Bill iz submitted in obedi-
ence to the instructions received from the
Ewmployers’ Federation that wages must
come down.

The Premier: It is not.

Mr. MeCALLUM: The Bill is a deliberate
attempt to undermine the Arbitration Court;
it sets aside the Arbitration Court; it
defies the fixed basic wage; by a subter-
fuge it sets out to reduce the wages of every-
one employed in the Government Service.
Tt is the most pernicious Bill yet introduced
in this Parliament, and it emanates from a
man who, at the time of the elections, when
it was freely stated that if elected his first
action would be to reduce wages, replied
that there was no truth in the allegation,
and that such statements represented pure
political propaganda. Despite the Premier's
denial, here, in his first session, he has
brouzht down a Bill to reduce the wages of
even the charwomen, the widows who are em-
ployed  part-time, sweeping out ouwr
schools and other Government build-
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ings, om a wage of from 27= to
205, per week. He is attempting to
reduce wages even down to that standard.
Deny it as he may, and did when the point
was put to him during the course of the
Address-in-reply debate, that is the faet.
He denied the suggestion at the elections,
and he has denied it since, Flis supporters
denied it during the election campaign. The
member for Perth (Mr. H. W, Mann}), dur-
ing his eampaign, said—

It had been said that Sir James Mitehell,
if returned to office, would reduce wages and
interfere with the #4-hour week. Sir James
wonlid do nothing uneconstitutional ani would

not attempt to interfere with ithe awards
made by the Arbitration Court.

In the first Bill dealing with the matter, the
Premier seeks to interfere with them. What
will the member for Perth do in the face of
this measure? Does it not seek to reduce
wages that the Arbitration Court has fixed?
Does it not undermine the basic wage that
the court fixed as the limit upon which men
or women should be called upon to exist?
This is what the campaign director for the
Nationalist Party said on the same point—

[t is suceh an obviously shallow piece of
olection propaganda, without any foundation
in faet, that it is beneath the contempt of
the Nationalist Party.

But here it is. Here is the Bill to reduce
the wages of everyone, nat only in Govern-
ment employment but those engaged in semi-
Government departments as well. Why is
not the Premier as honest and candid with
the peeple as the Premier of Queensland
was? Differ as we may from the opinions
of that gentleman, he was candid enough
and honest enough to tell the people of
Queensland, when he was challenged, that he
admitted his action was repudiation, that ke
was defying the Arbitration Court, and
forcing a reduection in the rates fixed in the
court’s awards, and seiting up reduced
wages, Instead of adopting that attitude,
the Premier of Western Australia has intro-
duced taxation, despite his earlier denials of
his intention to reduce wages. At this stage
T desire to offer an emphatic protest against
the manner in which this and the other four
taxing Bills have been placed before mem-
bers. It was a habit of the present Premier,
when he sat on the Opposition side of the
House, to interject in an insulting way when
Ministers had notes to refer to. He said they
were reading their speeches. The Premier
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stood up in this Chamber with a sheaf of
typewritten notes, and did not even
read them. He introduced four in-
tricate Bills, dealing with taxation—
Bills of a description never before
introduced to the Parliament of this
State—and from the time he moved the sec-
ond reading of the first Bill until the fifth
Order of the Day had been reached, be occu-
pied only 17 minutes in placing the measures
before us. No word of explanation was given
to us. He poured the Bills out like a barrel
lond of bricks, and tipped them out for
bon. members fo dissect. There was no word
of explanation as to how the Bills would
operate, and in regard to one particular
Bill he simply read the schedule. The Pre-
mier’s action was an insult to the Cham-
ber and to the people of Western Austra-
lia. That is what his action amounted
to, particularly when he was charged with
the task of giving members information
as to how the Bills would operate and what
was to be done. Are we to assume that
the Premier did not understand the Bills,
and therefore did not give us the necessary
information? Has any other Minister ever
before introduced four taxation measures
and spent three or four minutes on each?
The Bill before ns now has 12 clauses.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! With all dune
respect to the hon. member, he is not refer-
ring to the Bill before the House.

Mr. MeCALLUM: I am referring to the
Bill before us. The Premier took four whole
minutes in speaking to this Bill. He did
not give us any explanation of it in any
particular whatever. The Bill before us de-
finitely wipes ont the Arbitration Court and
establishes Parliament as the wage-fixing
authority. The Bill defies the Arbitration
Court and seis aside the basic wage. When
dealing with the Bill that affected the allow-
ances paid to members of Parliament, I
said that the measure would be taken as
an instruction to the Arbitration Court that
wages had to come down. The Bill em-
bodies the Government’s defianece of the
Arbitration Court. We are asked fo say
to the Arbitration Court, “No matter what
wages you may fix, Parliament will decree
that the amounts specified in the Bill will
be taken from the workers, not only in the
Government Serviee but in the semi-Gov-
ernment departments as well” It is clear
repudiation; it means wiping out the Arbi-
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tration Court altogether. From what we
can hear, the Government have in mind, ant
are actually now considering, the introdue-
tion of a special Bill to suspend the basic
wage provisions of the Arbitration Aet.
Why are the Government not honest enough
to deal with the whole thing candidly and
let the people know where they stand? In-
stead of that, under a camouflage ihey bring
down a taxation measure, the real objective
of which is to reduce the wages of all who
are employed in the Government services
As the Leader of the Opposition poinfed
out, the Bill does not affect the salaried
staff only. It applies to everyone; it ropes
in everyone.

Mr. Munsie: Even nurses in the Child-
ren's Hospital.

Mr. MeCALLUM: Yes, and that is nol
a Government institution. The Premier has
roped in everyone he can, except the ew-
ployees of the private firms. He is not
touching those, because I suppose he would
find difficulty in that direction if he at-
tempted it. But for all Government em-
ployces, the wanges and salary men, and
even the part-time cleaners of schools; from
the navvy on the railway to the lamper on
the wharf, casual men everywhere, thein
wages are tn bhe taxed to an extent alto-
gether outrageous as ceompared with the
income taxation imposed on people ouiside
the Government service. But of course I
have not any doubt as to what is in tha
mind of the Premier, which is that he is
setting an example to others, is saying to
the employers, “Here is what we have done;
you should follow suit.” That is his poliey
of forcing down wages and lowering the
standard of living, getting out of all who
cannot protect themselves as much money
as he ¢an extract from them. We knew at
the time of the elections what would hap-
pen if he were to get into power, but he
denied it, and said it was mere politicalf
propaganda. Yet when be introduces the
Bill he has not the eourage to say, “This
is in deflance of what I srid at the elec-
tions.” He has not the honesty, as the Prel
mier of Queensland has, to say, “I know T
am repudiating the Arbitration Court and
the law. I know I am going to underming
all that. If it is said that the lowest the
worker can live upon is £4 5s. per week,
I say he has got to live on something less:
T have the majority behind me, and I am
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going to do it.” Why cannot the Premier
be candid about it? He gave ouly four
minutes to the moving of the second read-
ing of a 12-clause Bill. He vouchsafed
not a word of explanation. XNo one outside
the House krows what is in the Bill from
the report of the Premier’s speech. XNot
ene section of the community understands
what the foree of this Bill would be if it
became law, 1 am going to submit a few
comparisons {0 show what it will mean if
it becomes law. But let me first of all re-
mind the I’remier that not as far back as
the elections, which were held a few months
ago, but more recently, only a few weeks
ago, when a deputation asked him to live
up to his election promises by finding money
te provide work, he said, “FThis commnunity
iz altogether too highly taxed now, and I
am not going to be a party to further taxa-
tion.” That was only a few weeks ago.
That money was required to find work for
the unemployed. But the Premier’s troubles
about living up to his electioneering pro-
mises! He said, “No, 1 will have nothing
to do with the imposition of further taxa-
tion.” Now he has brought down this meas-
ure, not to find work and give employment,
but to bring In money to bulanee his ledger
and make up some of the inflated items in
his Budget, items which he knows in his
beart he has no chance of getling.

The Premier: What do you know about
inflation?

Mr. McCALLUM: We will show you how
your figures are inflated and have no chance
in the world of being realised. 1In ihe
short space of a few weeks ago the Premier
said he would not have anything to do with
incressed taxation, and now we have from
him this list of new taxation Bills. T want
to point out that a man on wages, or on
fixed salary, particularly in the Government
service, is the man that can least afford to
be singled out for special taxation of fhis
kind. He is the man who, when things
are booming and money is being made ont-
gide the serviee, and the cost of living is
going up, is bound to suffer. Take the war
period: Tt was the man on wages or on
fixed salary who did not get any increase
whatever in his income. He had no oppor-
tnnity to go out and make big war profits]
Even the wool grower and the wheat grower,
who are hard up to-day, got big prices then
and made big money. But the salaried men
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and the wages men in the Government ser-
vice had no opportunity to make big money.
Yet now they are singled out for special
taxation. Even our tribunals are defied in
order that the Premier may get at those
men who, during an inflated period, werc
unable to ge¢ out and make profits and
angment their income, and engage in pro-
fiteering as some other sections of the ecomn-
munity did. Aecording to the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner’s report, from 1909 to
1919 the average salary of public servants
actually dropped by £1, or from £229 to
£228, while during the same period the cost
of living rose by 46 per cent. And these
are the people who are now being singled
out for special taxation. And we are told
—we were fold again in the leading article
in this morning’s newspaper—that these
men are in & better position than those out-
side. Their average salary during the period
to which I have referred dropped by £1,
while the cost of living went up by 4€ per
cent.  And the 1925 classifieation placed
the basie wage for an officer in the Public
Bervice at £204 per annum, or £3 18s. 64d.
per week, which is 7s. fd. below the basic
wage outside. This Bill is going to tax
the public servant further. No single man
cutside the Government serviee can work
for less than £4 6s. per week. The law
will nof allow it. But the rate fixed for
the clerical staff in the Public Service is
£3 18s. 6d. And not eontent with foreing
him to work for so much less than the same
man would get outside, the Goverument pro-
pose specially to tax him. So where is the
contention that these men are hetter off
than men outside, and eatitled to have a
special tax imposed upon them4% The un-
fairness about it is this: this range will
include practically every tradesman emn-
ployed in the Government service, harbour
works, public works or railways. They will
gll be on about £300 per annum. Acecording
to the tax set out in this Bill, those people
will have to pay 5s. 6d. per week, or at the
rate of 1g. in the pound. Men on £288 will
have to pay the rate of 1s. in the pound on
their incomes. Under our Income Tax Act,
before & man has to pay 1s. in the pound
he must be receiving £1,500 per annum.
Under this Bill all the mechanies, all the
tradesmen in the Government service are to
be taxed at the same rafe as a man outside,
receivine £1.500 per annuom, pays in income
tax, Is that equitable? Is not that singling
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out the Government employees fur a special
impost? Where, now, is the contention
that because they are in the Public Service
they are better off than if they were out-
gide? If this Bill becomes law, a
mechanie working in the Midland Junc-
tion Workshops will have to pay
£14 6s. per annum more in taxation
than will the mechanic working for a
private firm, or working for the Midland
Railway Company just across the line. A
lumper working on the Fremantle Wharf
for ihe Fremantle Harbour Trust will have
to pay this tax, while a Inmper beside him
working for the shipping companies will be
free from the tax. Down in the timber dis-
tricts all the workers in the State Sawmills
will have to pay the tax, but the men work-
ing in any of Millar's mills will be free from
it. A man working for the Main Roads
Board out on the roads will have to pay the
tax, while another man employed by a rouad
contractor will not have to pay it. That s
equity and justice! That is what this law
proposes, namely, to single out a section »f
the community for this sperial impost. Aec-
cording to the Public Service Commission-
er’s report, the average rate paid to public
servants is £331 per annum. A man on that
salary will have to pay £19 10s. per annum
tax under this Bill, or an amount egual to
the income tax paid by an outside man re-
ceiving £700 per annum. e is taxed at the
same rate as a man receiving £2,000 per
annum. That is what this Bill means. The
average rate paid by public servants under
this special tax will be equal to the income
tax rate of a man drawing £2,000 per
annum. What kind of justice and equity
iz there in this? And with the wages
man it is even more unfair. [ cannot
find words to express my view of the
iniquity of the measure. We have never
known such a Bill to be suggested to any
Parlinment. And it ropes in all the semi-
Government departments. Take the Fire
Brigades Board: The Government find only
u quarter of the money for that board. Take
the hospitals: This will tax-the wages of the
nurses, the housemaids, everybody employed
in the hospitals, although three-fourths of
the money for those institutions is found
oulside the Government. The Premier s
roping them all in to impoese this speeial
taxation on them.

Mr. H. W. Mann: Which clause brings
in the nurses of the hospitals?
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Mr. McCALLUM: Let me give a few
other comparisons to show the iniquity of the
Bill. Take the single man employed on £204
per annum. If he is employed outside the
Government service he will pay £2 6s. 1d.
in income tax, but if he is employed by the
Government he will now be required to pay
£10 2s. under this Bill. A man on £300 out-
side the Government service will pay in in-
come tax £4 s, but if he is in the Govern-
ment service he will be required to pay
£18 11s. A man on £360 outside the Gov-
ernment service will pay in income tax €5
14s., but if he is in the service of the Gov-
ernment he will now be required to pay £2%
9s. A man on £400 in the Government ser-
viee will be required to pay £33 1s., whereas
the man outside will have only £7 to pay in
income tax. A man on £500 outside the Gov-
ernment serviee will pay £10, as against the
£47 to be taken from the man in the Govern-
ment service. And again, & man on £600
outside the Government serviee will pay £13
15s. as against the £58 to he demanded from
the man on £600 in the Government service.
Theve is the iniguity of the whole proposi-
tion. The principle is so unfair, so inequit-
able, that it is outrageous. Every law of taxa-
tion with which I am acquainted, when im-
posing a tax on one's income takes into aec-
eount the whole of that income, whereus this
law is singling out a special income or speeial
wage upon whieh to impose a special tax.
The worst feature of all is the undermining
of the Court of Arbitration, and the defi-
ance of the decision of the court regarding
the minimum wage upon which men and
women shall live. This is a deliberate at-
tack on the Arbitration Court; it is deliber-
ate repudiation of the awards and agree-
ments made under the arbitration law, and
though it is camouflaged by the name of a
tax, in essence it is a scheme to reduce wages,
It is another instance of the long list of
similar aets by the Government of repudi-
ating their promises during the short period
they have been in office. The Government
are the last ones who should accuse any-
body of repudiation. They themselves have
repudiated so muech that they should be ae-
customed to the word and aequainted with
its full meaning.

The Premier: You need to be careful.

Mr. McGALLUM: They are cutting down
wages, although the Premier in the early
part of the session ridiculed a suggestion
to that effect and said it was purely poli-
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tical propaganda, and was baeked by his
supporters and by his organisation. It was
on a par with the Premier’s cry about find-
ing work for all. When it was asked how
he would find money to provide work, he
would not hear of additional faxation; he
said the community were already too heaviiy
taxed. Yet within a few weeks he conies
down to Parliament with this long list of
taxation legislation, sits smugly in his seat,
and refuses to give any information on it.
He occupied three minutes in introducing
a 12-clause Bill for whieh there was no pre-
cedeni, and his speech contained nothing to
inform the community of their liability un-
der the mensave. Is there any employee
who could gother from the speech of the
Premier just how the measure would aifect
him? Could any of the 10,000 wages men
empioyed by the Government glean from
the L'rotaier’s ypeech what the measure would
wmean? Is Parliament to be called upon to
pess a law imposing heavy financial bur-
dens on the people without their being ad-
vised of its effect?

AMyr. Munsie: Very few members knew
what it meant.

Mr. McCALLUM: How could we know?
The Premier did not tell us.

The Premier: The member for Hanuans
had better stick to his bookmakers,

Mr. McCALLUM: The Premier threw
the Bill at members without any explana-
tion, and did not give the public an oppor-
tunity to understand its purport. I hope
the Uovernment will realise, from the com-
narisons I have made, that the Bill is alto-
gether inequitable. The Government are not
content with this measure; they have two
barrels to their gun. They are approaching
the Arbitration Court asking for an in-
crease of hours and the abolition of district
allowances. If this Bill becomes law and
the Government gain the decision in the
Avrbitration Court, it will mean that a trades-
mun at Kalgoorlie receiving £360 per an-
num, plus £45 district allowance, will suf-
fer a reduetion of £22 15s. plus the dis-
'rict allowance, a total of £77 15s. per an-
nuni. 7

My, Marshall: He would not bave known
that if you bad not tfold him.

Mr, MeCALLUM: The IPremier did not
explain the effi et of the mzasure, and tne
man in Kalgo..iic is entitled to know it he-
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fore Parliament passes the Bill and before
the taxation is imposed, It should not he
left for members of the Opposition to dis-
sect the Bill and explain its defails. When
the present Premier was Leader of the Of.
position he eomplained if every detail of a
Bill was not explained, and we made a
special point to explain everything fully.
But the Premier introduces four taxation
Bills in less than 17 minutes, and this one
occupied three minutes. What a great per-
formance! 1 have given comparisons ex-
plaining how Government employees will
he affected as compared with private
employees. A man in private employ will
not have to pay this tax. Does the member
for Katanning realise that this measure will
apply to the ganger on the track just as much
as to the Under Seeretarv for Law? He
could not learn ihat from the Premier’s
speecl, but 1 am telling him now. A ecar-
penter working for the Hailway Depart-
ment will be affected, but not a earpenter
working for a private econractor.

Mr. Piesse: You will wlmit that very sub-
atancial reduetions na.¢ been malde by pri-
vate employers.

Mr, McCALLUM: There have bheen no
reduetions. The Arbitration Court fixes the
wages, and private employers cannot reduce
them. This measure is framed in defiance
of the Arbiiration Court. What is the use
of the hon. member talking like that?

Mr. Angelo: Will you assist the Govern-
ment fo get the Arbitration Conrt to make
a reduetion?

Mr. MeCALLUM: I shall do nothing of
the sort, and if the Government bring down
srome of the measures that I am told they
have on the stocks, a lively reception is in
store for them.

The Minister for Lands: To which are
vou referring?

Mr. MeCALLUM: I suppose the Govern-
ment have so many that they want to know
which one. I refer to the one resulting from
the deputation of employers who waited
upon the Premier.

The Minister for Lands: That is this one.

Mr, MeCALLUM: This one, too. I have
given comparisons and shown the effeect of
the measure, and I hope that I have said
sufficient to eonvinee the Premier, if he is
open to conviction, that he will be doing a
grave injustice to all Government employees,
the navvy, the charwoman, the widow clean-
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ing a school, nurses in hospitals, everybody
right up to an Under Secretary. He is im-
posing this taxation on all in Gov-
etrnment employment, while men in privaté
employment will not be subject toit. 1 hope
the Government will see their way to adopt
a more equitable method. If additional
money is Tequired, let the taxation be spread
over the community so that each ome, no
matter what his position, will contribute
according to his means instead of singling
out employees according to their vocation.
Merely because a man is a member of Par-
liament or an employee of the Government,
instead of being in business, is no justifica-
tion for singling out his income for special
taxation,

Un motion by Mr., Richardson, debate ad-
journed.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES 1930-31.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day; Mr.

Richardson in the Chair.

Department of Potice.—Hon. J. Scaddan,
Minister.

Fote, Police £254,842:
‘,e"F‘fH.‘-{ e R |' St vy ‘ = e 10
" MR. HEGNEY (Middle Swan) [5.25]:
I have a few remarks to make regarding the
action of the Police Department in a distant
portion of the State. A number of men who
have been going about their business in the
ordinary way have been apprehended by the
police for no reason at all. I have asked a
series of questions of the Minister regarding
the matter, but some of his replies were not
complete. There was an incident at Billa-
blong on the 10th October.  Eleven men
were going on their way through the district
when they were apprehended by the police.
There were about 25 police and a farze
number of cars, which it iz estimated carried
160 specisl constables who had been sworn
in to apprehend the men. It has been proved
that no violenee of any kind has been eom-
mitted in that part of the State, and yet
those men who were going on their way have
been apprehended by the police. Some of
the men say they were searched. If my in-
formation is correet, one or two experi-
enced officers were successful in restraining
the specials, who desired the ordinary police

to get ont of the way and let them have a
go at the men, I have mentioned that the
numbers were 160 to 11, and it shows the
type of men the Government have sworn in
as specials. I asked the Minister, by way
of question, who was paying for the special
police work, and ke replied that no payment
had been made. If the department is not
paying for the special police work, it would,
appear that the squatters are paying for it.
If that is so, a large number of men have
been sworn in to protect their own interests
when there was no justification “whatever
for it. What would happen if a Labour
Government yielded to pressure to appoint
specials from their ranks to safeguard their
interests? What a hue and ery there would
be throughout the land! Let me quote a
statement by the pastoralists—

The discontented clement has been taken
by surprise on so many occasions that it does
not know what te expeet, All names of
travellers along the tracks have been taken
bv the pelice, the movements of everyone has
been carefully tabled, and, with motors and

acroplanes, it has proved pessible to locate
suspects 2i any point,

Even my own brother, who was speaking to
another party in Yalgoo one evening, was
apprehended in the public highway by a
special constable. That is not permissible
under British law, but it actually happened.
I understand he wrote a complaint to the
Commissioner of Police. i

Mr. Angelo: Did he get any satisfaction?

Mr. HEGNEY: I do not know, Yester-
day or to-day a number of men were ar-
raigned before the Carnarvon eourt on a
charge of disorderly conduct. The disord-
erly eonduct consisted of their trying to
dissuade men from taking work which they
us shearers had refused to do under the Deth-
ridge award. The shearers afterwards were
stopped by a large number of police and
by about 160 squatiers, who influenced the
other men to go with them. That is the
disorderly conduct with which they were
charged. In the Carnarvon court men have
been fined heavily, the total of the penal-
ties and costs being £240. If violence had
been used, there would have been warrant
for the swearing-in of special econstables; but
the ordinary police could have attended to
ordinary breaches of the peace. Nearly all
the squatters in the North-West have been
sworn in as speeial constables—a grave step
to take. The Government talk about econ-



1280

omy, and I would point out to them that
there was no need to engage an aeroplane
at a cost of £275 to the State, or to obtain
Dects of motor cars, for the transport of
police.

Mr. Angele: Whai about the Bullsbrook
ingident?

Mr. HEGNEY : It came out in court that
that was merely an old dispute between two
men. Throughout the Australian States it
ltas been the experience that in {he case of
a shearers’ strike what is done by those
on strike is always magnified. That remark
applies to the Bullsbrook incident. Legal
men in such conditions are apt fto show
themselves vicious. It must he aclnow-
ledged that the fines imposed upon the
shearers in the North-\West arve absolutely
vicious, as is also the defanlt, fixed at four
months’ imprisonment. I am not coneerned
with the merits of the dispute, but 1 am
concerned that men travelling along the
public highway on their busipess should be
apprebended. It is that 1 protest against.
The jeurnal published on behalf of the pas-
toralists mentions that a otor truek Lad
te be enclosed in ihe manner of a hird cage
for the purpese of conveying men from oune
place to another. In point of faet, that
bird-cage truck has heen used by iis owner
for over 12 months in that form, and it has
actually earried members of the shearers’
union travelling to work on various stations
since the inception of the present season.
Yet there were statements in the pastoral-
ists’ journal that this truck had been en-
closed to proteet those in it fromn violenee.
That is an absolute falsehood, and 1 speak
from accurate information. Some of the
special constables were half drunk, and had
firearmms in their possession; and they
wanted the police to get out of the way
while they themselves had an open go.
L enter an emphatic protest against these
happenings, and hope the Minister for
Police will eurb the spirit of the specials.

HON. P. COLLIER (Bonlder) [3.33]:
T wish to refer to the activities of the pol-
ice in curbing street betting. I do not deny
that T am in a large measure responsible
for police aclivities in this vespect.

The Minister for Police: That has neer
hidden so far. Why do you put the slow
away!

Hon. . COLLIGR. I do not care who
krows it. I wouldl suggest to the Govern-
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tent that they inerease the activities of the
police, and so obtain inury revenue. There
are some people who have no objection to
street betting, but in my opinion Perth is
a positive disgrace on Saturday aft rnu.u.

The Minister for Police: On Menday
mormng too.

Hou. P. COLLIER: There is no city in
Australia, there is no city in the world that
I know where one will seec the same spectacle
as is to be witnessed here on Saturday alfter-
noons and race days. And it is gradns’ly
growing worse. [ hope the police will in-
crease their activities so as to suppress the
evil. In front of nearly every barber’s shop
and of nearly every hotel in the eity and
suburbs one would think public meetings
were being held; the footpath is absolutcly
blocked, and women and children walking
along the footpath have almost to get out
on the tram track, and inenr the risk of;
being run over by motor traffie, because
these gentry will not move off the footpath.
It belongs to them. I ohiect to a public
thoroughfare being taken possession ol by
people who have not the deceney to stand
aside aund let others proeceed along the foot-
path. Moreover, women and children pass-
ing hear vile language from the crowd. It
would be interesting if the Licenses Redue-
tion Board were to inquire the exient to
whieh livensees of hotels permit their pre-
mises to be used for betting purposes. I
know that the police have not the power
they require--they have usked for it for
years—to suppress sireet beiting entirely.
Under the existing law they cannot bring
the charges necessary to secure that end. I
hope the Government will cause the aetiv-
ities of the police to be doubled and insist
on the footpath being kept clenr on Satur-
day afternoon in front of barbers’ shops
and hotels. The present state of affairs is
u retlection upon the eity. Strangers visit-
ing Perth would wonder what was the mat-
ter on Saturday afternoons. Such sights
are not to be witnessed in any other city
known to me. 1 repeat, the evil is increas-
ing. If the taxes on spor{ shonld become
law, the evil is likely to double in intens-
ity, beeaunse pumbers of bettors will not go
to the course, with resultant inerease in
what is known as starting price bookmak-
ing. Evidently it is a profitable business,
becunse notwithstanding heavy fines, £15 or
£20 or £30, the starting price bookmakers



[23 OcroBeg, 1930.]

cheerfully go on with the game. The man
who is fined this week is not canght next
week, because magistrates have threatened
to impose imprisonment in the case of a
seeond or third econvietion. In order to
avoid that, a new man is put on periodie-
ally. The bookmaker employs & different
man every time, so that it will be a first
conviction and incidentally a lighter fine.
Then the fine is paid and the game goes
on. A numher of supposed hairdressing
shops are not hairdressing shops at all. They
do not exist for legitimate trade. They are
merely there for shop betting purposes.

The Minister for Police: They take the
hair off their customers.

Mr. Angelo: They take the sealps off
them,

Hon, I. COLLIEK. The hairdressing is
merely a blind. I hope the police will take
effectual steps to prevent gangs from gath-
ering on footpaths for betting purposes on
every Szturday afiernoon.

MR. SLEEMAN (Frementle) [5.40]:
While the Leader of the Opposition wants
to speed up police activities in one diree-
tion, I shall be glad if the Minister will
quieten them down a little in another direc-
. tion. I refer to the activities of the Fre-
mantle police with regard to unfortunates
sleeping out. That is no crime, but merely
the effect of the Government not having
provided these people with either work or
shelter. For that reason they are com-
pelled to sleep out. During the last few
weeks they have been visited by the police
on an average two or three times a week.
The police come round and awaken them,
and ask for names and addresses. Unbhap-
pily, most of the men sleeping out have
been doing so for some weeks. I suggest
that an officer who does not know a man
the second time he sees him should not be
in the force. Some of the men sleeping
out have been awakened repeatedly by the
same officer, If people have nowhere to
lay their heads, they should be left alone at
night. As it is, they are not even allowed
to rest. 1 hope I shall not have to draw
attention to the matter again. The men
not being provided with either work or
shelter, the police should allow them to get
the most eomfortable sleep they can, during
the early hours of the morning.
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MR. SAMPSON (Swan) ([542]: Al
most without exception the police receive
the merited thanks of all honest citizens.
There are two matters to which 1 desire to
draw the Minister’s attention, and in con-
nection with which the police might per-
haps render greater assistance. QOne is
where strangers go into some other dis-
trict and take part in concerts, dances and
80 on, carrying with them a few bottles of]
beer or other aleoholic liquor, and some-
times cansing much annoyanee and distress
to those who are enjoying the evening. I
presume the difficulty here is a lack of
police to carry out the work. I venture to
suggest that greater consideration might
be given to the subjeet, particularly on
Saturday nights when these fumections are
held in small centres. The evil has fre-
quently occurred, and it is one which
canses a good deal of pain. The other mat-
ter to which I desire to refer is the wide-
spread thievingt that goes on in orchard
distriets. Stealing from orchards is quite
a habit of some boys on bieyeles. To some
extent they may be pardoned, bearing in
mind——

The Minister for Police: Heredity.

Mr. SAMPSON: Yes, heredity. We may
sympathise with the lads, but similar
trouble arises in econneetion with motor
cars passing through orchard distriets. 19
is extremely difficult for the orchardists
to keep the thieves put of the gardens, All
manner of methods are adopted in order to
seeure aceess to the orehards, and some-
times quite a considerable guantity of fruit
is stolen. I hope it will be found possible
for the Police Department to provide an
additional econstable or ftwo, so that or-
chards adjacent to main roads and other
thoroughfares largely used at week-ends
may be protected.

MR. H. W, MANN (Perth) [545]: I
dare say they are in the metropolitan area,
that is, between Fremantle and Midlang
Junction, probably 200 stariing price book-
makers. The reason why they frequent the
footpath js that in the event of a charge
being laid it can only be laid under the
municipal by-laws,

Hon. P, Collier:
traffie,

Mr. H. W. MANN: Yes; whereas if they
carried out thejr operations within premises

For obstructing the
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they could be charged under the Criminal
Code for keeping hetting houses, and th=y
would be liable to a heavier fine or a term
of imprisonment. Many conduet their bet-
ting operations in front of hotels, but if they
carried them on inside the hotel premises,
the licensce would be liable to u heavy pen-
alty and prohably the loss of his licen<e.
So to evade the heavier penalties these peo-
ple earry on their betting on the footpath.

Hon, P. Collier: It should not be allowed.

Me. H. W. MANN: I eonsider these peo-
ple are a greater nuisance on the footpath
than they would be inside premises. Know-
ing the extent of the operations of the start-
ing-price hookmakers, it wonld be necessary
to double the police foree if it was desired
to get them all. Four or five men only
are engaged in that work, and it takes up
praetically all their time. As it is they are
not able to raid more than two or three
plaeces in an afternoon. We know that yeur
after year the position is growing worse.

Hon. P. Collier: It is a refleetion on the
city.

Mr. H. W, MANN: It is a remuncrative
business to those engaged in it, and there
are horse owners who take advantage of it
by carrying out starting-price commissions.

Mr. Panton: They go to Collie to do that,

Mr. H. W. MANX: Yes, [ suppose a goond
many commissions go to Collie. Owners et
a better price by betting in that way. The
whole thing is much more inveolved than it
appears to he on the surface. 1 suppose
twice as mueh money changes hands through
the starting-priee shops as chunges hands
at the racecourse.

Mr. Panton: Bnt in the city there are 2
great number of very small hets.

Mr. H W, MANN: Yes, hut there are
probably 180 to 200 of theze people operat-
ing on a race day in the metropolitan area,
and in addition there are hetting shops all
over the State. This class of hetting is nor
by any means confined to the city. Tt is ear-
ried on at Collie, on the goldfields and in
every ugricultural town.

Mr. Munsie: But not one shop holds as
much money as a bookmaker on the race-
eourse.

Mr. H. W. MANN: No, but T dare say the
shops taken together do. If the Premier
wants to get additional revenue, he shouldi
extend his taxation to the starting-price

[ASSEMBLY.]

bookmukers, and I guarantee he will geh
more from them than he expects to get from,
the bookmakers on the racecourses.

Mr. Marshall: Bat you will have to catch
them first,

Mr. H. W, MANN: It is proposed to tax
the men who are operating under control.
There ix nu control uver the starting-prive
beokmakers, and as the Leader of the Op-
pusition =aid, more money will pass through
the hands of the starting-price hookmakers
when the proposed tax on winning bets is
passed, breause all the small punters will
nut like the idea of having their winnings
taxed, So they will patronise the man who
pays no tax.

Mr. Munsie:  Yes, vou will bhe driving
them to the starting-price bookmaker.

Hon. I>. Collier: 1 know it reqnires special
legislation.

MR. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [3.52]: The
thanks of the Committee are due to the
Leader of the Opposition for the emphatic
mwanner in which he has voiced his protest
against the operations of the starting-pricu
bookmakers operating in the metropolitan
arez. I assure the hon. gentleman that many
a wife and sister will thank him for bring-
ing the matter forward. T know of numbers
of eases where women and children have
to go without the necessitics of life
because their wage-earners attend regularly
the starting-price shops and spend their
loose silver with the bookmakers.

Mr. Panton: That applies to the Trots
a good deal.

Mr. ANGELO: Many women have told
we of the hardships they have heen sub-
jected to becmuse thelr, husbands have
wasted money in hetting. Therefore 1 urge
the Government to bring in the necessary
lerislation to deal with the matter as it
should Le dealt with. What is going on
now is a blot on the fair eity of Perth. If
people want to bet, why do they not 2o to
the racecourse?

Mr. Willeock: They cannot afford it: it
costs them 10s. 6d. to get in.

Mr. ANGELO: They can patronise the
leger. DBut no, they prefer Lo patronige the
starting-price hookmakers in the city and
spend with them what money they have in-
stead of passing the time with their fami-
lies.
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MR, MARSHALL (Murchison) [5.54]:
Any effort to totally abolish betting or
rambling in general will be about as futile
as an ordinary individual trying to fly to
paradise.

Mr, Sampson: No one suggested that.

Hon. ¥. Collier: My remarks referred to
the crowds collecting in the streets.

My, MARSHALL: The hon. member
complained abent the mwunber whe congre-
gated iu the streets and caused an obsirue-
tion on the footway, which probably is
correet. That particular objection, however,
need not be applied to Perth gnly. [ have
been in the streets of Boulder on many ocea-
sions and seen the erowds congregated theis,
If Perth is any worse than Boutder in re-
spect to street betting, then 1 shall have to
zo over Perth again. T am speaking from
personal experience when 1 say that to go
through the principal streets of Boulder
and Kalgoorlie on a day when there ure
races in the Eastern States, it would be pos-
sible to raise the same objection in vegard
to those towns as has been raised in respect
of Perts. Then on davs when there is rac-
ing in Perth the position is equally bad, if
not worse.

Mr. H. W. Mann: I told you that betting
was done all over the State.

Mr. MARSHALL: It is not very much
trying to argue that this kind of thing does
not apply to an industrial centre of any
consequence. Unfortunately, or fortunately,
the industrialist is more inclined to take a
rigk, in other words, gamble, than is the
ordinary individual who follows a more re-
munerative form of work. Tt iz a belief
held by the ordinary worker that by speen-
lating on a horse race, some day he will
lift himself up to a position whereby he
will be above work,

Mr. Panton: He is an optimist.

Mr. MARSHALL: He is . Every such
individual I have watched has not raised
himself in the way he expeected, but has
gradually sank lower and lower, I do not
know of one man who has ever made a rise
by punting. I have nothing disrespectful
to say about those who indulge in a little
gambling, but if the starting-price hook-
maker is becoming a nuisance to the com-
munity, it is about time something was
done to control him, because betting, in any
form, will never be abolished by legislation,
no matter how stringent it may be, or how
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severe the penalty is wmade. If there
is ony desire to get rid of these ob-
jectionable crowded spots around our eity,
and even in the country and geoldfields dis-
triets, it might be advisable for the State to
take contrel of the matter. We have the
spectacle of the Government condoning
gambling. They have brought down a Bill
in which they show a desire that magistrates
should take no notice of the Gaming Aet, in
suing or prosecuting people for suecessful
bets which have been made on the race-
eourse.  The Government have shuf their
eyes to the Act and ask Parliament to do
the same.

The CHAIRMAN: I must ask the hon.
member to confine his remarks to the vote.

Mr. MARSHALL: I amn making compari-
sons and will not deviate from the smbject
matter of the vote. Here is one thing that
has happened. I now suggest we should do
likewise with the other thing, namely, legal-
ise it. We should have registered shops and
places where hetting can take place, and
where the scone can be confined within rea-
sonable hounds to the satisfaction of the
ecommunity. It is futile to attempt to stop
gambling. For years we have been trying
to do it. 1 can hold out no hope of any law
heing introduced that will ever stop it.
Whilst racecourses exist, gambling will
go on. People can also gamble off the
racecourse.  Under our Gaming Aet they
nre just as mueh entitled to gamble off a
racecourse as they arve to gamble upon it
The section of the community which ean
afford to attend raee meetings can do so and
gamble under the very eyes of the law. An-
other type of person, who has a pound to
spend but refuses to pay the half-crown
railway fare and the 3s. admission, may also
want to gamble. Having regard for the
proposed legislation, I do not think the Gov-
ernment will be backing down very much on
their principles if they register betting
shops and other places, and take control of
all forms of gambling. I am sorry that out-
side the enlogy which has been passed on the
efficiency of the police force, very little Has
been said about the administrative side;
Long ere this I thought a Bill would have
been brought down to create & board for
the purpose of providing a tribunat of ap-
peal for those who were dissatisfled with
their dismissal, the penalties inflicted upon
them, and the general anomalies of the ad-
ministration. Most branches of our Civil



1284

SBervice have such a provision. The police
foree is one of the few organisations which
come direetly under deparimental super-
vision, but which has no appeal board. I
recollect the introduection of & Bill some
years ago to provide for such a tribupal
An amendment was moved fo include pro-
motions, but that amendment brought about
the defeat of the measure. 1 was sorry
about that. I helicve the Police Union were
quite satisfied with the Bill as presented.
They also accepted the amendment, believing
* would be to their advantage and that the
Uill would still be passed. Unfortunately
“or them, the Bill fell through. I say quite
candidly that the Commissioner of Pol-
‘ee is inelined to be autoeratic in
his methods, although he may be very exach
in the work he performs as administrator.
[ helieve, in fact, he is more or less despotie.
The Minister for Police: Who is?

Mr. MARSHALL: The Commissioner of
Police. I recollect his attitude long before
I darkened the door of this Chamber. It
did not refleet well upon him at that time.
I do not want to go over the whole of thd
business but will refer briefly to it. A
sergeant under his supervision was dismissed
because a minority in a certain distriet
signed a petition for his removal. The in-
cident which brought forth this pefition oe-
curred at a time when practically 90 per
cent. of the people were being carried away
by passion. There were all sorts of cries
about winning the war, ete. Certain mat-
ters eame before the public and divided them
very materially. Most of the existing organ-
isations were split in twain by the diverg-
ence of views that were entertained. I was
at the meeting where the trouble occurred.
Ivegret to say it was a very hostile assembly.
Certain people were extremely antagonistic
to one speaker, who is well known to the
Chamber. The sergeant had with him two
young constables. He was a man of dis-
cretion, and he knew that if he molested
anyone, or exercised undue influence in the
hall, it would be extremely difficult to say
how the three of them would get out of it.
He was wise to adopt the attitnde he did.
He attempted to pacify the erowd, and sue-
ceeded very well. Because that attitude did
not suit a certain section of those present,
they petitioned to have him removed. Not-
withslanding that there was sent in a larger
petition signed by far more people than
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those who had signed the first one, asking
that he should be retained in that centre,
the officer was removed.

Mr. H. W, Mann: Do you suggest he
was removed from the force?

Mr. MARSHALL: XNo, but be was trans-
ferred.

Mr. H. W. Mann: He is still in the force.

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes, but ke has en-
Jjoyed a fair amount of suffering ever since.

The Minister for Railways: He has en-
joyed it?

Mr. MARSHALL: He has experienced
it. Members may laugh, but there are men
in the foree who are likely to remain in &
hopeless position if the Commissioner eon-
tinves to exereise hiz powers in the direetion
he does. When a person is free he can
laugh at the misfortunes of others, but
there are some who cannot afford to smile,
and their cases should be presented in just
the same way as the cases of others should
he. This sergeant, who is a married man,
had served a long time on the goldfields and
in country districts. Later on, after a few)
vears in the city, he was transferred to
Derhy.

Mr. H. W. Maon: Which meant promo-
tion.

Mr. MARSHALL: 1t does not matter
whether it meant promotion or not. The
point is he did not want to go. '

Mr. H. W. Mann: Another officer who
was similarly transferred has begged to be
allowed to stay.

Myr. MARSHALL: Members of the force
who are not very servile are singled out
for particular attention by the Commis-
sioner. I will state another case. The Pol-
ice Union exercises very little influence on
the politieal side. Although the organisa-
tion contains 500 or G00 members, these
are spread throughout the length and
breadth of the land, and they do not carry
much weight when the time comes for ean-
didates to stand for election.

AMr. Parker: It depends on what the
majority is whether they ezercise any in-
fluence or not.

Mr. MARSHALL: If there had been n
few in the East Fremantle electorate, pro-
bably the hon. memher would not be here.
There was a difference of -only 15 or 20 in
the votes,

Mr. Parker: That is what I mean,
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Hon. P. Collier: They could have ar-
rested that number of the hon. member’s
supporters.

Mr. MARSHALL: We could bave de-
feated the hon. member had we known that
this accident would oceur, but we did not
expeet it. This union has no political pull
to speak of, and no candidate for political
honours has any need to fear its numerieal
strength, beeause that strength is dissipated.
The union requested the Commissioner
to allow their prineipal executive officers,
the president and vice-president, to remain
in the area in which the organisation is
most active, namely, in the city. T am not
taking the present Minister to task because
what I am about to relate took place under
another administration. Sergeant Clement,
against his will, was transferred to Roe-
bourne notwithstanding the many appeals
that were made to the Commissioner. Be-
fore the organisation had the right to go
before the Arbitration Court, and the
Commissioner had a free hand, everything
was all right. When fhe union secured the
privilege to go to the court, they had two
executive officers policing the award very
closely. Without doubt this cansed the
Commissioner a great deal of annoyance,
His powers were more or less confined, and
he had not the scope to enable him to put
it over his officers as he had prior to their
reaching the cowrt. When Sergeant Cle-
ment reached Roebourne and discovered
that he could, by application, get further
emoluments—and, strange to relate, he got
them—for other jobs he was doing there,
he desired to remain. ILater on we had
the spectacle of one of the ablest officers
of the Police TUnion, the ablest from the
industrial point of view they are ever like-
ly to get, namely, Sergeant MeGowan, be-
ing transferred itn another centre, The
union did their best (o have him retained
in the metropolitan area, because he was
the president of the organisation. I admig
he was warned prior te the conference that
preceded his transfer not to accept office
any more, and that he was to be removed.
He appealed to the Commissioner to know
where and when he was going, but the Com-
missioner could not tell him. All the Com-
missioner knew at the time was that he had
to go. Notwithstanding the expressed de-
sire on the part of the organisation to retain
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the sergeant in Perth, on sccount of the ser-
vices he was rendering and heeanse he was
policing their award, he was sent away.

Mr. H. W. Mann: In compliance with the
award, was it not necessary that he should
go to another station in order to seeure
promotion ?

Mr. MARSHALL: T will tell the bon.
member all the circumstances, His presence
was desired in Perth by his organisation.
He did not want to leave. I admit the ser-
geant had no ease so far as his serviees
were concerned, for he was entitled to
leave the city and to be transferred,

Mr. H. W. Mann: In his own interests.

Mr. MARSHAIL: No, but he was en-
titled to Dbe left in Perth by virtue of the
services he was rendering there,

Mr. H. W. Mann: He had o go in order
to get promotion.

Mr. MARSHALL: That has nothing to
do with the case. I know of one sergeant—

Mr. H W. Mann: I have interested miy-
gelf in these matters.

Sitting suspended from G.15 to 7.50 p.m.

Mr. MARSHALL: Dealing further with
the position of Sergeant MeGowan, may I
mention that he is one of the most compet-
ent officers in the force, and that as an exe-
cutive offiecer of the Police Union he pre-
sented the case at the Arbitration Court.
He was one of those who never ceased keep-
ing the Commissioner up to the dotting of
the i’s and the crossing of the t’s of the
award.

My, H. W, Mann: If that is the best you
can say aboui him, it is not very much.

Mr. MARSHALL: At the moment I am
not referring to Sergeant MeGowan as a
police officer, but from the aspect of his
conscientiousness.  When the enforecement
of the award was entrusted to him, he en-
forced it strictly; and that, T suggest, was
the principal reason for his transfer. By
virtue of his position in the Police Union,
had to police the award, In doing what the
law said his organisation authorised him
to do, he found himself continually at log-
gerheads with the Commissioner of Police.
The member for Perth (Mr. Mann) desires
to imply that Sergeant MeGowan’s transfer
was made by the Conmissioner so that the
sergeant might receive promotion., Sergeant
McGowan did not want the transfer. The
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Minister will admit that a deputation from
the organisation reguested, with Sergeant
MeGowan’s sanction, that the transfer should
not he made.

Mr. H. W. Mann: I introduced the depu-
tation, and the Commissioner said the trans-
fer was being made from a desire to pro-
mote Sergeant MeGowan.

Mr. MARSHALL: That is the kind of
thing the Commissioner says when he wants
to get his own way. If the member for
Perth wants to know anything in regard
to sergeants being assisted to ohtain promo-
tion, I can quote a case where a sergeant
refused promotion because, had he acecepted
it, he would have lost emoluments far ex-
ceeding those that would have acerued to
him from his promotion. That sergeant
has been permitted to vetain his original
position for many years. I helieve the per-
quisites eoming to him by virtue of his posi-
tion as bailiff, and from other incidentals
allotted to the police in the district, amount
to hundreds of pounds annually. That ser-
geant refused promotion, and was allowed
te retain his station with its perquisites.
That has been countenanced for years, and
is still heing countenanced at the present
moment. Sergeant McGowan, on the other
hand, did not wish to leave the city for two
reasons. First and foremost, his wife is &
very delicate woman. The sergeant’s last
transfer was granted by reason of the faet
that his wife is practically an invalid, and
that goldfields climatie conditions are most
unsuitable to her. Secondly, Sergeant Mc-
Gowan himself is anything but a healthy
man. The last time I saw him at Meeka-
tharra, he had so changed that, had I not
known him to be at that centre, I would not
have recognised him, though well acquainted
with him. MeGowan's health has deelined
materially since his removal to  Ieekatharra.
While there he was summoned by wireless to
Perth hecause his daughter and his wife were
hoth very ill indeed. Upon his arrival in
Perth he was particularly harassed, on this
oceasion not by the Commissioner but by
the inspector, to know when he would leave
on his return to Meekatharra. Although
his daughter was not expected to live, and
was on the danger list, he was packed off
by the department on Monday night’s train.

The Minister for Police: I do not think
it was the case of his daughter,

Mr. MARSHALL: 1 cannot hear the
Minister's interjection. No sooner had the
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Commissioner got rid of Sergeant Clement
and Sergeant McGowan, in my opinion
two of the best officers in the foree,
than he hegan to attack the award. I
want the Minister to understand that. In
fact, the Commissioner coerced the remain-
der of the executive into accepting his die-
tates. There was some justification for the
promotion of second or third class ser-
geants, and there were two eonstables, sta-
tioned in Perth T helieve, who were due for
promotion. However, the Commissioner dis-
tinetly told them that he could not consider
the advisableness of promoting them unless
they agreed to an alteration or amendment
of the industrial agreement. He said that
as the sergeant to he promoted would be in
the liquor section, it would be neces-
sarv to promote someone possessing
experience in that branch. Strange to
relate, the efficiency of the force was
not affested hy the promotion of two
other constables, without experience in the
liguor branch, provided the Commissioner
could break the agreement. So long as the
Commissioner could get his way and en-
forece an amendment of the industrial agree-
ment, it was possible to promote one or
both of the constables. Withont amendment
of the agreement, however, the Commis-
sioner could not promole either of them,
but would have to promote a man from the
liguor braneh. In order to emphasise my
opinion of the matter, I claim once azain
that the Commissioner’s one objective is to
upset the industrial standard of the men.
1 think it was in 1927 that the police ob-
tained permission to approach the Arbitra-
tion Court for the purpose of having their
industrial standard adjudieated upon; and
that has been the position for four or five
years. The Commissioner never found it
necessary to complain about the industrial
agreement until such time as there was a
change in the political aspect of Western
Australin. The industrial agrecment, and
the fact of the police being subject to Arhi-
tration Court awards, was quite all right
for several years. However, following upon
the change of Government it became appar-
ent to the Commissioner that to permit the
men t0 remair in one organisation and
subject to the Arbitration Court was against
the discipline and efficiency of the force.
This is the first time a reference to the
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matter appears in the Commissioner's re-
port. I will read it—

Arbitration Court.—Tt is imperative that
an alteration of the law should be made as
soon n3 possible, cither by granting the in-
spectors and sergeauts a separate union under
the present Act, or by removing the police
from its operation and placing them under a
board on similar lines to the c¢ivil servants,
teachers or railway officers.

That is the Commissioner’s idea. Like everv
other person possessed of knowledge of
organisations, the Commissioner knows that
if an organisation is split into sections and
one section is pitted against the ofher,
there is little difficulty in seeuring all one
wishes and enforcing one’s will.

Mr. H- W. Mann: In the Ruailway De-
partment there are two separate orgunisa-
tions.

Mr. MARSHALL: But the class of work
there is entirely different. As a mafter of
police administration and police affairs
generally, it cannot be argued that there is
an iota of difference in the work done. Tt
is only a maiter of seniority in rank. A
sergeant is called npon to do precisely the
smme work as a constable, and the same mav
be said even of a probationer. In the rail-
way service, however, one man is an engine-
driver, another is a fattier, another is u
guard. Those three classes of work are
entirely different, and there is no analogy
between them. I do not think any hon.
member will say that the police work of a
first, second and third elass sergeant and
of ordinary constables and probationers
varies in any appreciable degree. However,
the Commissioner wants all his own way,
and unless he gets it he is very annoyed.
Strange to say, the Commissioner himself
advocated an appeal board in one of his
reports. No sooner did he disecover tha
effects of the appointment of the tempor-
ary board, than he immediately abandoned
his contention that an appeal board ought
to be constitufed. He had found that the
results were opposed to his desires. The
point is easily discernible. The Commis-
sioner was losing his grip, and counid not
pander to those who pandered to him.
From my own experienee I know what the
Commissioner does. I have quoted one case
to-day. In my opinion it is time the Com-
missioner’s antoeracy was curbed. TInstend
of aceepting complaints about lack of
efficiency in the department he admiuisters,
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the House should hold an investigation and
ascertain whether the Commissioner is as
effieient an administrator as hic officers are
efficient police constables, sergeants, and n-
spectors.

Mr. Angelo: When statulory work has
to be done, the Commissioner's lot is not
a happy one.

Mr. MARSHALL: Power and inflvence
are great things, provided they are not
abused. I do not say that the powers con-
ferred upon the Commissioner are in any
way excessive, but I do say that he does
not exercise those powers entirely wiih Wis-
creticn. He msakes a poini of particu-
larly favouring those who give him mno
trouble but appear to he very servile and
subordinate to him. When it comes to an
officer who stands wp to his guns and as-
serts his rights, the Commissioner has a
different system of dealing with him. Ser-
geant McGowan is transferred to Meeka-
tharra notwithstanding the fact that his
wife is ill in the city and that he is unable
to take her with him. T have already wmen-
tioned that his little daughter was on the
danger list when the department packed
him off on the train. He little knew
whether lis daughter’s life would be lost
by the time the reached Meekatharra,
That is net the point that eauses me to
helieve the Commissioner is so despotic
and autoeratic in his desires. I am satis-
fied that his desire is to disunite and dis-
organise the whole of the Police Associa-
tion. If he counld do that, he would accom-
plish much, und would then be free to ex-
ercise his powers to suit his own ends. The
Minister will be unwise if he does not
serutinise closely the position as it obtains
to-day. I desire to handle one or two other
specific cases. I shall not quote utterances
in Parliament here many years ago, but
those statements have eqnal force to-day.
T want to enter my protest against any
section of the community possessing the
right te have police officers allocated to
their service for their speeial edification
and advantage. For many years we have
had the spectacle of at least two police
officers having been delegated to the work
of & certain organisation that controls
their aetions. TUnfortunately, two of our
able officers lost their lives in that par-
ticular service. That body has the exclusive
right to the attention of those officers, who
look after its interests alone. Tf we
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permit members of the force to be
placed under the control of any individual
or organisation, then we shail have no re-
gard for fair play or justice. I admit that
the organisation I refer to, to the service
of whick two or more officers have been
alloeated in the past, has been liberal in
that it has contributed the greater propor-
tion of the salaries of those officers.

The Minister for Police: Do not believe
too much about that.

Mr. MARSHALL: Thal was what I
was led to believe by the answers given to
a series of questions I asked in this House.
I gathered that the organisation had been
in the habit of paying for the services of
those officers who had been utilised for
the specific work of that organisation.

The Minister for Police: The organisa.
tion does not utilise them at =zll.

Mr, MARSHALL: Perhaps not, but cer-
tain work is altotted to those police officers,
which implies that they are at the service
of that organisation.

The Minister for Police: No,

Mr. MARSHALL: I say ves. It is use-
less the Minister saying “No.” Even if
that organisation paid the full salaries of
the officers, I should still oppose the prae-
tice. The principle of allowing members
of our police foree to be emploved by an
individual or a body means that under such
a policy the rich will survive and the poor
will go to the wall. But the poor have as
mmuch right as the rieh to the serviees of
police officers to protect their property.

The Minister for Police: And they have
that protection.

Mr. MARSHALL: But the police offi-
cers 1 refer to are at the disposal of one
body.

The Minister for Police: The neeessity
for their services is apparent constantly.

Mr. MARSHALL: Thieving in the city
goes on constantly.

The Minister for Police: And we have
a speeial staff to cope with thieving.

Mr. MARSHALIL:: Why shonld I not
have the righft to have a policeman on my
premises, year in and year out?

The Minister for Police: Because you
possess unothing worth stealing!

Mr. MARSHALL: There is
truth in that.

Mr. Angelo: Perhaps you should have
a policeman there to keep you in order.

Mr. MARSHALL: T protest against
this practice which has been further ap-

a lot of
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gravated by its application to the pastoral
industry. Those in authority have gone
to the extenl even of swearing in special
constables, men who know nothing of the
law, and who have probably been hanging
round looking for work.

The Minister for Police:
learn.

Mr. MARSHALL: That is all very well,
but those special constables have not been
trained in police work. They have been
simply picked wp in a haphazard manner,
sworn in as special constables and sent out
to do work of which they have not even
the slightest knowledge. If there is any-
thing likely to incense men who are smart-
ing wnder a grievance, it is opposition of
that deseription. There is nothing ealeu-
lnted to aronse a riot or warfare more
quickly than nremaration for it. We have
confirmation of that assertion in the inter-
national sphere. The more armament pro-
vided, and the greater preparation there is
for war, the more surely will war break out.
That applies equally to our police force, The
action of the authorities in sending special
constables and police officers to interfere
with the freedom of men whe have been
doing no harm. and have created no trouble,
must serve to incite men {o ficht. T should
not say “fight,” because the men I refer to
have had no desire to fight. That sort of
thing is caleulated to canse trouble. I am
strongly opposed to, and protesi sgainst,
any special section of the community receiv-
ing treatment of that deseription. Tt is troe
that the Commissioner will at all (imes be
prepared to approach people to whom he
finds himself subordinate, and {o them he
will pander.

The Minister for PPolice: Not on vour life!

Mr, MARSHALL: Yes, he will. He will
hecome subordinate and servile to them.
Then, again, when he mects a person whom
he has been inclined to treat in the past in
an antoeratic manner, but who has perbaps
climbed a little higher up the political lad-
der, he can at once become servile to him,
thus reversing his previous attitude. What
1 =aid in 1918 regarding the Commissioner,
represents what T have always found bim
io he.

Mr. H. W. Mann: There may be some
things of which yon may aeeuse the Commis-
sioner, but you eannot accuse him of being
pelitically biassed.

Mr. MARSHAILL: The hon. wmember is
not in a position to judge what politieal bias

They can all
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is. He belongs to a political parly, and
having been bigoted and biassed all lis life,
he is naturally a poor judge of bias in con-
nection with political matters, and eannot
judge others impartially.

The Minister for Police: That would not
apply to yourself, of course!

Mr. MARSHALL: No, it would not. T am
glad the Minister has returned to sanity., Re-
cently the Commissioner of Police framed a
regulation that was presented to Parliament,
and I have to plead guilty to allowing it to
pass without serutiny. That regulation an-
thorised the Commissioner to comnel drivers
of taxis, buses, trucks and other motor
vehicles to submnit themselves for the pur-
pose of a medical examination. That regu-
lation also embodied the right of the Com-
missioner to nominate the medieal praeti-
tioner to whom those individuals should go.
1 admit that after a newspaper controversy
on the subjeet, the Commissioner has
relaxed his attitude, but the argwment I am
advancing goes te show what the Com-
missioner will do when possessed of such
powers. On one occasion he forced a very
elderly driver—the individual’s name was
mentioned in the newspapers, but I knew it
long before it was announced there—to sub-
it himself for examination by a medieal
practitioner nominated by the Commissioner
himself, The driver asked the Commissioner
whether he could not go to the Perth Hos-
pital, but the Commissioner replied, “No,
you must go to Dr. ?  The doctor
referred to by the Commissioner is not
an eye specialist, but a general prae-
titioner. The driver went to that doctor
who, for some unknown reasom, sent him,
after examination, to Dr. Paton, who ex-
amined him and sent the man back o the
original doetor. The man was asked by the
doctor if he had seen the certificate that Dr.
Paton had sent along. 'he man replied in
the negative, and the doector then said to him,
“Then you are in for a bad time. You have
a4 growth on both eyes, and it will not be
long before yon are blind.” The man said,
“] have been driving a car for years in
traffie, and I have never noticed anything
wrong with my eyesight. I can see the traffic
as well to-day as ever.” The doctor replied,
“Well, it does not matter what you think.
That is the position regarding your eyes.
You had betler sell your car and get off the
road, if you are not prepared to pay for an
operation.” The driver was so distressed
that he decided to seek further adviee, and
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he saw Dr. Horan, who is an eve specialist.
He did not say a word to that doctor sbout
what the other medical men had said; he
merely asked Dr. Hovan to test his eyesight,
and after the examination, the doctor gave
him a certificate setting out that, so far as he
could see, the man had perfect eyesight for
one of his age. That is a nice state of
affairs. There are & hundred or more of
these drivers, and yet, under such a regula-
tion the Commissioner of Police can force
each one of them to go to a doctor nominated
by the Commissioner bimself. 1t is but
fair and just that if the law compels a man
to submit himself to a specific doctor for
a medical examination, the individual econ-
cerned should not be called upon to pay
for the examination. It should be free, I
have a recollection of another case of a
somewhat similar description, which the
member for Perth (Mr. I W. Mann) will
remember, and concerning which he may ir-
terject if he likes. In the instance I have
just been referring to, I will admit that
after the matter was ventilated in the Press
the Cymmissioner granted the right to any
individual who was required to submit him-
self for medical examination, to choose the
doctor to whom he would go.

Mr. H. W. Mann: If the men have to
pay for their examination, they should be
allowed to go to their own doctor.

Mr. MARSHALYL: The men should not
be put to that expense at all, if they are
regiired to undergo the examination. I ad-
mit that a number of these men are elderly,
and some have hieen driving ever sinee taxis.
were flrst on the roads. At the same time,
they are still active and eflicient men, old
but fully competent at the wheel, despite
their age. If the Commissioner is to be in
a position to foree these men to submit
themselves lor examination, then the exam-
ination earried out at Perth Hospital should
be sufficient. The other ease I was going
to refer to will be remembered by the mem-
ber for Perth. In 1916, when a certain Act
of Parliament was passed, it became com-
pulsory for women of an unfortunate class.
to submit themselves to a medical examina-
tion, and they were not permitted to follow
their occupation unless they received a cer-
tificate of cleanliness from a specified doe-
tor. At a later stage there was an inquiry
into the methods adopted, and the report
submitted was most scathing. The police
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oflicers did not come out of it very well.
I am under the impression that the subor-
dinate officers were not responsible for any-
thing that happened, but that there was
some intrigne going on from the Commis-
sioner downwards. I do not think Dr, Blan-
ehard was in the joke. Although the Royal
Commissioner who conducted the inquiry
did not use the same language as [ have,
he inferred that there was some underhand
work going on. The evidence submitted was
so much at variance that it was not diffienlt
for the Royal (ommissioner to arrive at
his decision. It is very sirange that the
reputations of the two principal men in-
volved in these particular cases did not eome
ont too well. And it is equally strange that
bath those men who protected their snpe-
rior officer soon received promotion. A
third officer who had not as much eonfidence
as the others shot himself, committed sui-
cide. Had he known that his superior offi-
cers were going to he so generous to those
who had attempted to protect them, prob-
ably he would have survived and got his
promotion. T do not think everything is well
in the Police Department. We have manv
regulations submitted for our approval, but
it is unfterly impossible for members of the
Chamber to give recognition to every regu-
lation and by-law presented to us, as they
are in hundreds at the opening of each ses-
sion. So gabbled are they by the Minis-
ters submitting them, that unless one’s hear-
ing is as keen as that of a bloodhound, he
eannot grasp them all. When regu-
lations are presented to the Chamber
it should) he the dufy ©of ome Yof
the eclerks to read them out and give
members an opportunity to know what the
officers of the departments propose to do.

Hon. P. Collier: All regulations are
placed on the Table.

Mr. MARSHALL: I know they are, but
I should like to ask the Leader of the Op-
position how many of the regulations Iaid
on the Table this session have been perused
by him?

Hon. P. Collier: If I am interested in
any, T read them,

Mr. MARSHALL: And if T am inter-
ested in eertain regulations and know they
are on the Table, T too read them. But
one cannot follow all the regulations that
Ministers lay on the Table.
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The Minister for Police: They are al-
ways there, =

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes, hundreds of
them sre there now. But how many of us
know what regulations the Minister him-
self has placed on the Lable? Yet he ex-
pect: members to sit here and grasp the
titles of the regulations as he gabbles them
off. Several regulations that have passed
this Chamber have subsequently been found
to be particularly bad.

The Minister for Police: Not this session.

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes, the one compel-
ling taxi drivers to come up for examina-
tion went through this session, as did also
the regulation giving the Commissioner of
Police power to nominate the doctor, just
as his subordinate officers in 1916 sent all
those women to the one doctor. It is
strange that the administration of the Police
Department should carry on in this fashion.

The Minister for Police: There is ho con-
nection between the two cases.

Mr. MARSHALL: The difference be-
tween the two is only one of degree. They
are both bad. The one in 1916 was bad, and
the present one is equally bad; wvet both
got through. The one was an Aect, and the
other a regulation. I repeat that 1 am satis-
fied the Police Department requires a strict
investigation, a real good cleaning up by
an impartial tribunal. T care not whether
it be a seleet committee or a Royal Commis-
sion. On two oceasions motions have been
carried in this House for some form of in-
quiry. The previous Government, unfor-
tunately, evaded the position by saying they
wonld have appointed a Royal Commission
to inquire into the police foree if there
had been any direct charges levelled against
the administration. That is a pretty straight
out answer to any request for an inquiry.
But there have been numerous complaints
in this Chamber, and we have seen a great
deal of newspaper controversy regarding the
administration of the force, some of it im-
plying pretty bad motives. So I think the
time has arrived when we should have an
inguiry. Here is another case: An officer
who served many years in the Police De-
partment was one of those who took pleasura
in seeing to it that he got what was due
to him in the way of emoluments and proper
treatment from his superior officers. Be-
cause he fought for what he considered his
due, he was vietimised and dismissed. T
hapdled his case here at the fime of his
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dismissal. He was charged with insubordin-
ation and disgraceful conduct. As a mat-
ter of fact, most of the things he said were
said at a police conference and were more
or less libellous in character. But nobody
took him into open court and attacked him
for what he had said; nobody brought
him to justice in the open. However, an

inguiry was conducted behind closed
doors, and bhe lost his job, although
the investigating hody did not dis-

miss him. They merely fined him, But
that did not smit the Commissioner of
Police, who took him to task under another
sectiony in the Police Aot and dismissed
him. He then applied to the Commissioner
of Police for his credentials, whieh ought
to have been on the file, but to this day
he has not received them. They have been
burnt or otherwise destroyed. He has been
thrown out of the police force and is com-
pelled to look for a livelihood in other
avocations, The very evedentials on the
strength of which he secured his job in
the Police Department should have been
the first papers on his file, along with his
application for the job. But instead of
being on the file they have vanished, and
although he has tried to get credentials from
varions Ministers, he has not been success-
ful. He appeuled to the Leuder of the Op-
position, when Premier, and subsequently to
his Minister, but none of lus eflorts to
secure his credentials bore any fruit. 1
know there is a great divergence of opinion
in regard to this man, but I have a lot of
respect for him. He is outspoken and
aggressive, just as I am, and is apt to say
things on the spur of the moment which
another person more discreet would not say.
At a police conference he made certain
allegations which he was prepared to prove
had he been given the opportunity. He
wrote to the Leader of the Opposition, when
Premier, but got no reply, and he wrote
to his Minister but got no final reply. So,
of course, he has had to search for work in
other avoeations, & man who is now up in
years and consequently cannot serve an
apprenticeship to any new job. All this,
simply because he thought things in the
administration of the police force were
wrong, and attacked them in the proper
place, namely, at the conference of his
union. In consequence, he lost his job. He
was a member of the force for many years.

[47]
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If be could make those allegations against
the administration of the police force, and
if that administration were not prepared to
prosecute him for it, they by their silence
acquiesced in his accusations, I want the
present Minister to take notice of that.

Mr. Angelo: Tell us what the publie sax
about members of Parliament, You do not
speak of that.

Mr, MARSHALL: I wounld not mird if
they dealt with me separately, but they
inelude me with you; that :s the trouble.
Under date 11th November, 1929, here is
letter which this ex-officer of the police
foree addressed to the Hon. P. Collier:—

Dear 8ir,—As vou are Premier of this State,
I dcsire to bring under yonr notice n condi-
tion of affairs in conncetion with the ad-
ministration of the Police Department of this
State, that calls to heaven for investigation.
In the first place T may as well inferm yon
that, on three occasions, two of them last
year, and one the previous year, motions were
carried unanimously by the members of the
Police Union urging the cxeeative of that
body to do all in its power to get a Royal
Commission appointed to inquire into the ad-
ministration of the Police Departmeni of this
Etatc; morcover at the same time the Legis-
lative Council carried a motion afirming the
desirability of appointing a judge of the
Sunreme Court a Royal Commisziossr to in-
quire into the same sunbject. Geoing a little
further hack to 1924, Mr, Hughes, 3 member
of your then Parliamentary Party, moved in
the Legislative Assembly for the appointment
of a sgeleet committee to inquire into the ad-
ministration of the Police Department. At
that time you and the Minister for Police
were in favour of an inquiry by that method.

Hon. P. Collier: That is not true. I was
not in favour of any inquiry by a select
commitfee.

Mr. MARSHALL: Well, T am not mak-
ing the accusation.

Hon. P. Collier: I am just saying the
statement is not correet.

Mr. MARSHALL: Well, it is for the
Leader of the Opposition to defend himself,

Hon. P. Collier: I am not defending my-
self.

The Minister for Police interjected.

Mr. MARSHALL: Why not make him
prove it; what right has he to abuse our
Police Department as being nothing more
nor less than a set of eriminals?

Mr. Angelo: The Statute of Limitations
covers this.

Mr. MARSHALL: And will cover the
hon. member at the next eleetion, He was
fairly pale about the gills last time,
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Mr. Angelo: T battled through all right.

Mr, MARSHALL: Yes, you wriggled
oat, but there is a further opportunity ahead
and probably the hon. member will find him-
self in the same position as the man who
wrote these allegations, in that he will have
some grievanee, not against the Police De-
partment but against the electors of Car-
narvon. The letter continnes—

At any rate an amendment was moved pra-
posing; that the inquiry he made by a Royal
Commission. After debating both proposi-
tious and dividing on them, 1 find that ae-
vording to the division lists 16 votel for the
amendment and an entirely different 16 voted
for the motion. We, therefore, have the spee-
tucle of a total of 32 wembers in the House
of 50 voting for an inguirv of one kind or the
other and, by wonderful party tactics, having
hoth defeated.  Now, in order to mpress you
with the seriousness of the matter, I must
further dircet yonr attention to a speceh yoo
delivered in the Parliament of this State on
the 7th November, 1918, aud w«on*ained in
“*Hansurd,”" pages 1013-1018 of that vear.

Mr. Angelo: In 1918%

Mr, MARSHALL: Yes; I remember the
speech, It was one of the best ever made
by the Leader of the Opposition. I find
myself in a similar position to-night, but I
bave not the ability to deal with the sub-
ject that my Leader displayed.

The Minister for Police: That is a very
nunecessary observation, anyhow.

Mre. MARSHALL: The letter continues——

T cannot refrain from saying that T have
never seen uch a trenchant denuneiation,
such a serious indictment laid againzt an in-
dividual or administration as is embodied in
that speech, dirceted apeinst the rotten and
corrupt methods of the Commissioner of
Police and the higher officialy of that depart-
ment. You deseribe them as being politieal
prartiseng wrongfully using the polive of this
State to gain political advantages fer the
ruling power, and victimising, others of a
different political faith; us being horribly
mean and contemptible, willing to lie on the
doormat and allow you teo walk over them
{that is wipe yvour boots on them) when youn
were o Minister yourself on a past oceasion.
But, when they thought your party (Lahour)
wos smashed for all time, you conld not get
vivility from them. You emphasised the fact
thnt you were not talking about th~ rank and
fite of the pnlice forve, heenuse they never
come inte touch with Ministers, and von
wound up your seathing Jdennneiation by say-
ing that ““vou had made o mental inote of
rome of there men and if the time shanld ever
come that vou should ever be in a position
to exercize influence in high places, you could
as«ure hon. memhers there would he 1uo room
in the Poblie SBerviee for avenphnoty of that
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character: “‘that men of independence were
wanted that svould stand up for what they
believed to be just and right, and it was in
that respeet the Commissioner of Police had
failed.”” Further un von say, still trouneing
the police administration, '*This country is
putrid and c¢orrupt as {ar as the mavipulation
of files and letters arv concurned,

The credentials lodged with his application
have not been returned to him, though he
kas attempted on several occasions to secare
them. So that statement is true in so far as
it eoneerns this gentleman, at any rate. The
letter continues—

On pages 1031-1032 of ‘‘Hausard,” 1915,
you further vigorously condemned the Gold
Stealing Staff for its actioms, alse the pay-
ment ot part of its salary and bonases by the
Chamber of Mines, When the Police Vote
came np for congideration the following year,
1318, another vigorous and justifiable attack
was made by a number of the members of
the Labour Party on the police adniinistra-
tion. The remarks of Messra. Lutey zud Troy
on pages 1406-1407, ‘' Hansard’’ 1819, seem
tn indicate that the emormity of hiring out
of squads of police to private institutions was
rcalised then. Had the names of persons and
plaves been omitted from the spreehes of
voursclf and the others who vonuemned the
administration, I shounld have taken what you
saill as a deseription of the law of the Turk
as administered to sebject peoples in  the
Balkan States, or the laws as administered in
some ventral or South American republie. Yet
we have corruption in a more intense form
to-day, and those responsible more arrogant
than they were theu, beeause they seem to
enjoy an absolute immunity from interfer-
cnce.  But what perplexes me, awd 1 thiuk
others, is vour failure to carry out :»our ex-
pressed intention of 191X, [ have no doubt
you e¢an again wipe your boots on them now
that you are Premicr, but such sotlless ser-
vility should net absolve them frrom their
pust and present sins. [ have come to the
conclugion that there mmust be some mighty
influence or hidden hand restraining you. At
any rate, whatever it is, I am willing to assist
yon to overcome it und do the Btate an im-
mense public service. Nome time ago oue of
vour Ministers told me that the reason no
Royal Commission had been appointed to in
quire inte the administration of the depart
ment was, that no one had made charges
apgainst it,  You and vaour Ministers had at
various stagea of your pwolitieal :aveers at-
treked it, and said cnough to overwhelmingly
demanl making charges by anvone else super-
flugus. However, if that will bring ahout the
result desired so many times amdl from so
many quarters, [ will make the necessary
acensations now, and undertake tn  sub-
stantiate them under the following conditions:

Mr. H W. Mann: Is not the writer a
man who was put out of the service because
he made false charges?
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Mr. MARSHALL: I de not know, but
Eerhaps the hon. member has seen a private

le.

Mr. H- W. Mann:
you are reading.

Mr. MARSHALL: No report of the in-
quiry was published. It was held behind
closed doors, and the proceedings bave not
been made publie. If the hon. member says
that that was the reason for his being dis-
missed, he has some inside information, I
do not know whether the statement is right,
but I am satisfied there was something in
one or two of the cases, The conditions
under which the writer undertook to sub-
stantiate his accusations were—

I do not know what

First: that a Judge of the Supreme Court
he appointed a Royal Commission to make
the investigation; second: that § have the
right to call the witnesses [ require and to
appear hefore the Royal Commisgion to con-
duet my own case; third: fhat the whole
proceedings shall be open to the Press and
public,

So he seems to have nothing to hide, though
there appeared to be something to hide when
he was tried. The letter eontinues—

I think these conditions arve cmingntly fair
and, to guard against any reduction of them
to o lower level, T might mention that [ had
an unplensant eXperienee with @ stipendiary
nirgistrate who, while drawing his stipend
for sitting on the hench, owned a licensed
honse not far from the conrthouse,

T do not know whether that is true, but if it
is, it is as well for the public fo know it.
That ean be no virtue in a magistrate to

whom we look to dispense justice. If there
was anything wrong with the licensed

premises owned by him——

Mr. Angelo: Why, the State owns the
pubs.

Mr. MARSHALL: The State takes the
responsibility, but it does not try the cases
as this man does. The letter continues—

If that magistrate was let out un hire to
the Chamber of Mines with the Gold Mtealing
2taff of Police, the cirele of iniquity would
bhe complete. 1f such a magiastrate was ap-
*. pointed a Roval Conumission, I should decline
to have anything to do with the inquiry. 1
den't think it is necessary for me to iry to
impress on vou the neressity for kesping the
pelice force clean, exeept that I might men-
tion that it is one of the most important
integral parts of our goverumental system,
and one of the fundamentals on which our
social system rests. Seeing that it gets its
aunthority and power from the State, il shonld
be the servant of the people as a whole, dis-
tributed over the State in sufficient pumbers
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to meet the demands for its scrvizes—those
serviees as readily available to the bumblest
as to the highest in the community—and not
let out on hire to companies, coumbines and
wealthy persons who pay for the services for
certain of its members and play them off
against the common peeple, as is doae to-day.

Tkat is true and we are doing it to-day,
letling out police to special industries or
organisations. Those points in his accusa-
tions are evidently correct. I can confirm
both, so that thus far he is not very wide of
the marl,

The Minister for Police: You will make
a mess of that letter if you interpolate too
much.

Mr. MARSHALL: The letter continues—

That practice is a deadly vinlation of the
basie principles on which the police force was
founded. When a police force shows aymp-
toms of being corrupt, it should be the duty
of every man in public life te do all in his
frower to purge it of its uaclean elements. Tt
would take me too long te relute all my ex-
perienees.  Therefore [ will start with the
reipgn of Mr. Connell as Commissioner of
Police and, in making charges against his
admiaistration, they will necessarily be short
-—providing, only the grouvndwork for the
Royal Commission’s inquiry. The :harges are
as follows:—In 1912 the Commissioner of
IPolive, without justification, was instrumental
in preventing my appointment to the Police
Benefit Fund Roard—-a position to which 1
was elected that year by the contributors as
their representative—or was a party thereto.

Is that to be taken in silence? I do nob
know whether the writer circularised people
outside of members of Parlisment, but if
he is allowed to do so without being called
upon to substantiate his charges, it is a bad
advertisement for the police force.

Mr. Sampson: You ave giving it the ad-
vertisement.

Mr. MARSHALL: An inquiry is neces-
sary and urgent. If the member for Swan
differs, I cannot help it. The letter con-
tinues—

In  August, 1912, the Commissioner of
Police (R. Connell), without reagon cv justifi-
cation, issued a defamatory documuent called
au order, in which he asserted that the Perth
pelive were a lot of loafers and Lummers,

‘Tonfing about the hotels, getting Jdrink they

refused to pav for, uatil their conduct had
breome a publie scandal.

A regulation was issned implying as much.
I saw the regulation several vears ago.

The Minister for Police: Many years ago.
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Or, alternatively, if there was any jvstifiea-
tion for his assertion, he failed to inke effee-
tive measurcs to rid the police foree of such
low characters as he deseribed, th:reby con-
doning their bad behaviour. In 1514, R.
Connell, Commissioner of Police, contrary to
good public policy and precedent, gave to
Police Inspector O'Halloran the right to pub-
lish a *‘Police Manual’® for the inspector’s
personal gain—the sajd manval being pub-
lished ostensibly for the cdification of the
police, and in which spirituous liquers are ad-
vertised.

I know that is true; I have seen the man-
val. I believe the inspector profited hy the
publication of the work. The liquor trade
advertised extensively in it and I assume
paid for the advertisements, and the profits
or proceeds went to the inspector. I do
not know whether the Minister condones
that, If he does, I do not. The letter eon-
tinnes-——

In 1915, certain ~members of the Perth
police were engaged in the white slave traffie.
A Royal Commission inquired into their
actions. In the course of the inquiry, the
Roxal (‘ommission found that the members of
the force concerned wilfully gave false evi-
dence in regard to the most material clements
of the case. The Commissioner of lelice not
only failed to inflict any punishment on them
for their misdeeds, but showed preference for
some of the worst of them afterwards.

Another accusation which is correct. The

letter continues—

In 1918, R. Counell, Commissioner «f Police,
without justification and in abuse of his au-
therity, was instrumental in having a Royal
Commission appointed to inquire whether or
not T was a loyal subjeet of the Xing, and
whether or not I was impartial in the dis-
charge of mv duties, such abuse of authority
being responsible for the expenditure of large
sums of public moneys.

The Minister has had some experience of
Royal Commissions. I have never had the
experience of undergoing inguiry by Royal
Commission into what I may or may not
have done, buf I remember this case. I also
rememher when the Minister was snbject fo
a lot of abuse and unfair criticism, on which
there was a Royal Commission of inguiry.
To the Minister’s eredit he emerged with
flying colours.

The Minister for Police: That was only a
eircumstance in my life.

Mr. MARSHALL: The letter continues—

In 1919, or thereabouts, the Commissioner

of Policr made a certain contract with the
thea  Government concerning his services,
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highly advantagecus to himself, whieh is
wirhout precedent and savours strongly of a
sordid political deal.

I do not know much about that, although
I believe the Commissioner made wonderful
strides to his own advantage as regards his
term of office. The letter continues—

In 1921-1922 hundreds of pounds were mis-
appropriated from the Police Vote by the
Commissioner of Police, or with his know-
ledge, the sail sums finding their way into
the pocket: of high police oflicials, nne large
amount heing given to a police inspa:ter, whe
vommanded armed police at an indnsirial dis-
pute, ng a rewanl for hiy services.

That is true. Inguiries were made regard-
ing it during the debate on the Estimates,
and we were told that that was why he was
paid. I believe the amount was £100. The
letter continnes—

In 1823 the Commissioner of Poline wrong-
fuliy publishel a regulation (such 1-gulation
having the foree of )aw) in which he has
interfered with the frec functions of the
licencing laws of this State by making it in-
eumbent on &1l members of the force, regard-
less of rank, stationed within the railway
svstem, to report all breaches of the Licensing
Acts to the Licensing Inspector in Perth
{0 Halloran) before taking action or prosecu-
ting licensecs under the said Aecta,

There is no doubt about the truth of that
statement. The licensee of a hotel in the
metropolitan area at any rate may not be
prosecuted unless the charge is fivst sub-
mitted to the inspector.

Mr. H. W. Maon: Have you any fault
to find with that?

Mr. MARSHALL: I do not know, but it
may open the door to wrong-deing. A
policeman intelligently carrying out his duty
might find himself interfered with by the
inspector. That would not be right. If
a member of the force is comnpetent to eateh
a licensee breaking the law, he should he
ghle to summons him, just as he could sum-
mons anyone else for an offence. He would
not have to go to the inspector before isso-
ing a summons against anyone else, hut
could engage one of my legal friends op-
posite and obtain costs,

Mr. Parker: That is where vou and T
agree,

My.
on—

MARSHALL: The statement goes

The seriousness of suel interfercnces ean
only hie fully realised when one hecomes aware
of the fact that nine-tenths of the peaple
served by hotels live within the railway sys-
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tem of this State; that the plebeian or ecom-
mon person found on licensed premises when
o hreaell of the Act is committed may be
prosecuted at onee and without reference to
O'Halloran: that O’ilalloran has r»wo sons at
least, and their relatives and friends, who are
iicensces and controlling and representing
large interests under the liquor laws and, if
one of them were found to have committed
an offenee against the liquor laws, we should
have the spectacle of the police in that
locality applving to the father for permission
to prosccute his own sons or their reiatives.

That spectacle arose beyond doubt. The hon,
member will see that in that case it is most
undesirable, if a licensee is found commit-
ting a breach of the law, that the constable,
sergeant or inspector who finds him doing
so must first confer with the father before
he can initiate proceedings. If there is no
other fault in it that in itself is sufficient.
The letter continunes—

In 1928, and for several years previously,
licensing liquor inapeetors, nnder the com-
sand of Chief [Livensing Ingpecior O’'Hal-
loran, have been in rteceipt of large sums of
money annually from the whisky me.rchants

of Australia, which ean be regarded as
nothing less than wholesale bribury.

That is correct. It is a nice state of affairs
that officers of the liquor department, call-
ing themselves branding inspectors, should
receive honoraria annually from the whisky
firms. This has previously been dealt with
in this Chamber. Inspectors are employed
by the liquor department to see thai the
liquor is up to the stendard of the mana-
facturers, and the firms distributing such
liguor give them honoraria every year.

The Minister for Police: A good type of
man selling a good whisky.

Mr. MARSHALL: I am talking ahout
our officers and their being in receipt of
honoraria for merely doing their duty. The
letter continues—

[n 1825, the Commissionrr of Police passed
a regulation setting up an Appeal Board
(without authority} containing provisions
whieh are a disgrace to civilisation, The
tribunal set up is advised that it way dis-
regard every iegul form in its proceedings
and otherwise cvonduct matters wi*hout ob-
corving the laws of man or Ged. Huch ex-
hibitions demordlise the wmemhbers of the
force. In 192G, the Commissioner ¢f Police
made a regulation for the governmeut of the
icrth police barraeks in which it is inferred
that liquor had been seid on the premises,
and that some of the oceupants at sny rate
are at times infested with certain ciseases.
It there is any justifieation for the regulation
then the whole institution wants overhanling.
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I believe there was a regulation—I do not
know whether it was as drastic as this—in-
structing the officers what to do and what
not to do. I helieve that had some relation
to the matter contained in the paragraph.
The letter continpes—

For yecars the Commissioner of Pgiice has
let out on hire members of the force to min-
ing and shipping companics, weaithy mer-
chants and others who pay all or the major
portiou of their salaries and get all their
services, This is the most vicious system a
civilised c¢ommunity could adopt. It is the
initintion of a practice whereby ouly those
who can pay tor their services will get them,
and the wealthy will have an immense ad-
vantage over the poor.

I do not want to say anything more about
that, for I have already entered my em-
phatic protest. This has already been going
on for many years. Even now, there are
new avenues in which these prineciples are
being applied, and to which I take bitter
exception. The letter continues—

On the 11tk February, 1928 a squad of
police, without sufficient justification, made
i raid on certain portions of the eity and
urrested 76 persons for obstructing traffie.

I suppose the Leader of the Opposition will
not be displeased over this. It will suit him.
Probably there will be even greater intercst
taken in the matter when people have read
the papers in the morning. The letier
continues— .

Recrnits were largely used in the raid, and
the raid was carried out in such a ¢erude man-
ner that one bateh of 20 men arrasted were
dismissed when they appeared betore the
conrt, and 17 of these could not be identified
by the constables who arrcsted them. All
lost a lot of time in attending court, and were
put to the expense of employing a swolieitor,
while the persons responsible for the cutrage
suffered no punishment.

At is not a very grave offence.. It is hard
for a man to identify a person out of a
bateh of 20 others. If the Minister for
Police had happened to be one of them, he
would have been conspicuous enough for
identification purposes.

The Minister for Police: Is this the his-
tory of the police foree since its incep-
tion %

Mr, MARSHALL: These are charges
which have been levelled against the ad-
ministration.

The Minister for Police:
heard any yet.

I have not
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Mr. MARSHALL: One is a charge of
misappropriation of money.

The Minister for Poliece: They are
charges of smokeless powder without any
shot.

Mr. MARSHALL: I am sorry the Min-
ister is not more serious over the matter.
For many years past we have had ample
demonstration of the administration of the
police force.

The Minister for Police: This man has
been writing that stuff for 25 years.

My. MARSHALL: This may be his last.

Hon. P. Collier: It will not be his last
unless he dies.

Mr. MARSHALL: Evidently the Leader
of the Opposition knows him well.

Hon. P. Collier: My word, T do.

Mr. MARSHALY.: The letter continnes—

The admipistration of justice wichin the
Police Department unler the Comnissioner
of Police is atrocions. Last year 1T had a
charge  of disrespeet of superior officers
framed #p 22ainst me en statements I made
previously at n police conference osnd pub-
lishe 1 in the ¢ Police News,”' by the Com-
misgioner of olice and Inspector 2 'Halloran.

That is a matter I have dealt with. I dis-
approve of lhe method adopted in that
ease. The officer should have been tried
in open court, or given some chance to ven-
tilate his grievance before the public. He
was pot permitted to do zo. Further on
the letter says—

Cn cntering the police service in 1895, I
furni: hed the department with a aomber of
ex~elent testimoininle. Two years later | ap-
plicd for their return and was refus»d. When
removed £rom the foree I applied fo Commis-
sipuer Connell for them, but was ignored. 1
then applied to the Minister and was told
they covld net be found and must have been
destroved for want of accommodation. I
asked for wiore particulars, but could get
none, i have no hesitation inm saving that T
beleve they were wilfully and malieiously
destrove”. Few, if any, members of the force
kave any respect for the present syvestem of
promatiom in the force, Two of the three
jerrons who set the examination are members
of the foree, and the same persons udge the
resilte.  Sach 2 system could be casily cor-
runted.  Moreover, men have bheen promoted
whom the force does not believe passed the
examination get, and preference is shown for
men with a bad past.

Hon. P. Collier: T suppose there would
be no corruption or attempted political in-
fluence from the faet that whilst T held
office that gentleman told me he was a sup-
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porter of the party and asked me to sack
the Commissioner of Poliea and appoint
him to the position.

Mr. MARSHALL:
a good change.

Hon. P. Collier:
has been written.

Mr. MARSHALL: I am not particularly
concerned abount that.

Mr. H. W, Mann:
man he is.

Mr. MARSHALL:
aecusation is right.

Hon. P. Collier: He asked me to sack
the Commissioner, and make him Commis-
sioner,

Mr. MARSHALL: That is a matter be-
tween the Leader of the Opposition and
the officer himself. The letter continus—
tinnes—

It might have been

That is why this stuff

It shows the type of

T know that the last

Police Union officials, who have taken an
active part in union matters on bebhalf of
their vomrades, have been sent to differemt
parts of the State by the Commissioner so
that the union might be weakened.

At the outset of my speech T mentioned
the ease of an unfortunate individual who
had had a severe time from the Commis-
sioner on acecount of his politieal opinions.
There was another motive behind the
action of the Commissioner in that he
knew this man had certain political con-
victions, and attempted to destroy them.
The letfer continnes—

Should you appoint a Royal Commission, I
hope vou will leave the scope of ihe imquiry
open so as to cmbrace anvthing that may
arigze relevant to the administration of the
department. J know you will be advised if
you consult aoflicialdom to vefuse an inguiry
becanse there is a deadly fear in that quarter,
You will he told that 1 previoasly made
charges against ex-C’ommissioner I'red Hare
and withdrew them, T certainly wroie a re-
port in 1911 on Mr. Hare's adminiseration of
the department. mainly so far as it cencerned
myself, T sent it to him through the unswal
denartmental channels.  If  there was any-
thing untrue or wrong in what | sl it was
open to him to charge me with making false
statements er inswbordination, bat he did
neither,  Contrary to practice, he sent my
report to the Crown Selicitor. and the Crown
Bo'ivitor, finding Hare in a terrible wess, ad-
vised him not to tale any action against me.
Th~ 61¢ was then sent an to Colonial Beere-
tary Dror. o membor of the Scaddan Govern-
ntent amnd, after rconsidering it, Seaddan's
Government wired to e at Norseman to
come to Perth and re-state my eharges agninst
Hare, T came to Perth in respense to that
wire in December. 1911, and. as =non as pos-
gible afterwards, T put the charges in a4 con-
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crete form, some of which were of a very
scrious nature. I then waited for wecks for
the Government to appoint someone to hear
the case. After a long wait, the Minister
told me that the Government had decided to
appoint 2 board of threc to try the ease. T
was to nominate one member of it, 1Hare one,
and the Government would appoint « chair-
man. T pointed out at the time that it was a
erude method of administering jostiee ap-
peinting partisans to a bench, but, to comply,
T nominated Senator E. Ncedham, HMare re-
fused to nominate anyone, the Government
appeinted no one.  On the 28th Tebruary,
1512, Mr. Fred Hare's retirement rrom the
Coemmissionership of Police appeared in the
““West Australian.’’ Tt was not until after
that announcement had appeared in the press,
and finding myself tricked by the Govern-
ment, and with the object of the inquiry
destroved aund sickened by the long wait,
that T asked te be allowed to withdraw and
return home. These facts cannot he denied.

Tt is evident to me, judging by the attitude
of the Minister, that very litile notice will
he taken of this matter. I am not convinced
that things are as they should be in the
Police Force. I wish specially to stress the
transfer of Sergeant McGowan. His posi-
tion as president of the union has now been
tuken by another officer. Having regard for
the domestic disadvantages connected with
his home, T consider the Minister should
effect his refurn to a station nearer Perth.
The sergeant did not apply to be transferred
to Meekatharra. There were three other
applications for the post, but the Commis-
sioner refused to accept any of them, and
foreed the sergeant to take the position. He
is a very sick man. If the Minister had been
available when he eame through from Meeka-
tharra with me he could have seen MeGowan
who is much changed physically. I could
scarcely believe that a man could fall away
to such an extent. His wife is practically
an invalid, and cannot he moved to Meeka-
tharra. He must therefore live apart from
his home with the dread of the worst to come
hanging over his head. He is 600 miles from
his home and there are only two trains a
week he can travel by. There is no aeroplane
service on which he could fall back. This
places a severe responsibility upon him. The
position has been aggravated by the fact
that his danghter has been anything but well.
Whatever else the Minister may do in con-
nection with the administration of the police
force, I appeal to him to bring the sergeant
nearer to Perth, if he eannot bring him right
into the city, so that he may have some hope
of getting to his wife if the oceasion arises.
It should also be possible for him to receive
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medieal attention, if neeessary. It is unfair
to place this handicap upon him in the cir-
cumstances. I contend he was shifted solely
because he was an active worker in the in-
terests of the union. In his position he was
up against the Commissioner nearly all the
time, and he had very little peace at the
hands of that officer on that account. I
would make a final appeal to the Mintster
to move the sergeant nearer to Perth in order
that he may reach the city expeditiously if
the occasion should demand. 1f he reeeives
important news from home on a Wednesday
ke cannot leave Meekatharra until the fol-
lowing night, and then cannot reach Perth
until the Tuesday, unless he is able to hire
an aeroplane. In view of the position at his
home, the Minister is warranted in doing his
best to bring this efficient and reliable officer
nearer to Perth.

MR, J. H SMITH (Nelson) [845]: 1
shall not enter into the history of the police
foree, or make any complaints; but 1 con-
sider that I am justified in bringing one mat-
ter under the Minister’s notice. I refer to
an action of the Licenses Reduction Board.
It may be thought T am wandering in my
remarks, but I want the Minister to state
whether he is aware that in various country
towns, preliminary to the annual inspections
that precede renewal of licenses, the police
are going around with a blue paper contain-
ing all sorts of queries and inferrogations
addressed to licensees. Country licensees are
called upon to divnlge what they pay by way
of ingoing, what their rates and taxes
amount to, what is the currency of the lease,
and all sorts of confidential matters. I do
not know that there is authority for this
proceeding under the Licensing Aect. The
police are making all sorts of inquisitorial
demands which I consider they have no right
to make. Has that proceeding the Minis-
ter’s approval? Never before in the history
of Western Australia has such a thing been
done. Indeed, T fancy this is the only year
in which it has been done. At whose dicta-
tion is it being done? Surely business men
are entitfed to the secrecy of their private
business affairs. People who have protested
kave been told that the information given is
regarded as private and confidential. How
do we know it is kept 509 The practice is
most pernicious. I do not know whether the
Minister is aware that it exists. 1 suggest
that he shonld nip it in the hud.,
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MR. GRIYFITHS (Avon) [847}: As
regards the wants of one’s constituents, this
is not the time to stress such things; other-
wise I might have something to ssy with
regard fo lack of police protection in a
town of my electorate, Tammin. It is well
known to all of ns that there has been a
large influx of the eriminal elasses not only
from the Eastern States, but also from Great
Britain and other parts of the world. Im
various places near the city we have heard
of gunplay, of revolvers being flourished,
of people being told to hand out what they
have. To-day's “Daily News” contains a
reference to the difficulty of obtaining guus
and revolvers in Sydney as compared with
Perth, where it is a perfectly easy matter
for anyone to become possessed of firesrms.
The “Daily News” states—

To buy a gun in Sydney ore must pay for
the weapon, obtain the receipt, and then take

out 2 gun license before the revolver is
handed over, Particulars of the revelver are
noted on the license, which is iss1ed omly

after the applicant has satisfied a voliee offi-
cer that his intentions are honourable, Only
when this license is shown to the dealer is
the weapon handed over.

The Commissioner of Police has again
voiced a complaint that he does not possess
the power to handle this matter of fire-
arms in a manner satisfactory to the com-
munity as a whole. The “Daily News”
quotes the following from the Commission-
er's report—

Legislation in regard to the carrying of
firearms is iong overdue, and recent bappen-
ings make it imperative that the law relating
to the eontrol of dangerous waapons be
brought up to date. At present anyone from
a child upward can carry a firearm, whether
it be a eoncealable weapon or not, outside five
miies of the boundarics of a muaicipality,
and events have proved that such practices
are not only dangerous to others, but often to
the party in possession of the weapon, Legis-
Iation {o deal with this matter has been
drafted, and it is trusted that an early on-
portunity will be taken of placing ssme on
the statute-book.

The present Minister for Police has in a
former session brought forward a measure
dealing with this aspect, but the Bill was
defeated. I am sure that if legislation were
introduced now, it would have & favourable
veception. I invite the Minister's attention
to the subject.

[ASSEMBLY.]

THE MINISTER FTOR FOLICE (Hon.
J. Seaddan—XMaylands) [B.51]: It is use-
ally the unexpected that happens. I was
quite convineed, when these Fstimates were
presented to the Committee, that they would
go through with little or no discussion. I
had forgotten, however, that the member
for Murechison (Mr. Marshall) sets himself
up as the champion of all who have any-
thing fo complain about either in regard
to the Commissioner of Police or in regard
to the administration of the police force
generally. Tt has become an annual with
the hon. member, He went back to one
ancient souree of complaints- -1 refer to
ex-Constable Campbell. The memory of
the Leader of the Opposition-—fo~i-inatelv
it requires a good memory to go back to
the period when ex-Constable Campbell first
hegan his tirade against the Commissioner-—
will enable himn to recall the fact thal ex-
Constable Campbell endeavoured to use for
his own purposes the circumstance that he
was a sopporter of a certain political party.
Now the ex-constable asserfs that the Com-
missioner has no right tu have anv political
opinions, although he was anxious to Jis-
place the Commissioner on the geound of
his having political opinions of a delinite
nature. If the member for Murchison can-
not bring along any better charges -against
the Commissioner than those of ex-Con-
stable Campbell, I assure the hon. member
there is no likelihood of an inquiry of any
nature into the police forece. That long let-
ter brought to my recollection a little inei-
dent in my previous Ministerial career, when
a certain officer wus asked to make a re-
port. I am refertring to a highly respectel
officer; the Leader of the Opposition knrows
whomn 1 mean. Uefwilanately that cifice-
could not dictate his minutes, but wrote
them out and then handed them to a typist.
On the oceasion in question the officer sent
in half a dozen foolscap pages, well writ-
ten. The document reached me with a short
minute by the under secretary, “The Hon.
Minister. Report and recommendation by

- herewith, in which I concur.” I
added, “And so do I. T read as much of
the report as you did” T have read the
letter referred to by the member for Mur-
chison, and bave forgotten all about it, as
I have forgotten all about the officer’s re-
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port and recommendation~ I do not remem-
ber anything at all about the leiter.

Hon. P. Collier: That is all it deserves.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: The let-
ter may be deseribed as “A Short History
of the Police Forece in OQur Own Time.”
Turning now to more serious matters which
have been mentioned, I agree entirely with
the Leader of the OUpposition that sireet
betting is a snbject that does not 3o us
credit. I wish to give an assurance that
I have issued no fresh imstructions to the
Commissioner on that subject. The Com-
missioner came to see me shortly after T
assumed office as Minister for Police, and
asked whether I agreed with my predecessor
that the police should pursne the policy of
trving to break down this rather serious
practice of street betting, particularly in
Perth. T told him that he had my approval
for the confinunanee of his department’s
efforts. I admit at once that the existing
law is not sufficient for the purpose. I
hope that later—not this session, perhaps
next session—we shall be able to review the
whole question of the gaming laws, and
then to deal with the question of street bet-
ting as well as some other questions which
in my opinion require attention. There are
tvo mauny avenues for gambling in an un-
desirable way. The man who wants to het
on horse-raeing has any amount of oppor-
tunities to do so by attending the recognised
quarters away from the ecity. In the city
itself he has no right to het. TIf there is
not sufficient opportunity for betting in the
recognised nuarters, then the time has
arrived when gambling of any nature might
well be given up altogether. But T hold
that we ought to legislate with a view to
controlling gambling, especially in the pub-
lic streets. South Australia proposes—I
do not know whether the effort will soceeed
—to legalise shop betting outside the metro-
politan area, taking the view that people
in the metropolis who want to bet have
opportunities on the raceconrse, but that
the man who lives in a small town has ounly
the opportunity of betting in shops.
Whether the South Australian proposal is
desirable or not, T am not prepared to ex-
press an opinion

Mr. H. W. Mann: In England shop bet-
ting is legalised and {axed.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: That is
s0. The member for Murchison made some
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references to the establishment of special
police staffs for the purpose of dealing with
special matters. He had in mind, I gath-
ered, the gold-stealing staif in Kalgoorlie.
The members of that staff are in no way
under the direction of the Chamber of
Mines. They are appoinied by the Com-
missioner, their work is allocated to them
by the Commissioner or one of the superior
officers of the department, and they are re-
sponsible to the Commissioner and to no
one else. The arrangement made ‘with the
Chamber of Mines, representing the princi-
pal miues on the Golden Mile, was that
they should bear the cost of the speeial staff,
seeing they wanted their services; but con-
trol of the movements of the staff and the
discipline of the staff are matters that re-
main entirely with the Commissioner of
Police.

Mr. Marshail: That is contrary to a state-
ment made by Inspector Purdue to the
Press when Inspeetor Walsh and Sergeant
Pitman were murdered. He then said that
they had nothing whatever to do with the
Police Department but were entirely Lhe
servants of the Chamber of Mines.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: That
is true as regards the particular investiga-
lious those oflicers had to make. However,
the members of the gold-stealing staff are
part of the police force, just as Inspector
Purdue is, and equally subject to the Com-
missioner.

Mr. Marshall: Well, that was the state-
ment made then.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: The
violent attack made on the Commissioner
is not, in my opinion, {o the eredit of the
hon. member. After all, it was of a highly
personal nature. The hon. member may
differ from the Commissioner as to the ad-
ministration of the Police Department. At
times we all differ regarding the adminis-
tration of various departments. I suppose
there is no departmental administration to
be found that is absolutely perfeet. How-
ever, while it is the province of members to
criticise departmental administration, it is
not just or fair or reasonable for an hon.
member to adopt the attitude of the mem-
ber for Murchison and make an attack on
the Commissioner as though he were a man
trying to assume the position of being all-
powerful. As a matter of fact. the Com-
missioner has been and still is subject to
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the control of the Minister, who in turn is
subjec to eritieism by members of this
Chamber. T suppose my predecessors will
ray, and rightly say, that there were times
when they disagreed with the attitude of the
Commissioner. There have heen times when
my predecessors issned instruetions in dir-
ections where T would not have issued
them. Prohably there were orccasions
when 1 gave the Commissioner instructions
with which my predecessors would not
agree. But that would not warrant either
e or my predecessors, having a kuowledge
of administrative matters, in making a direet
and brutal attack upon the Comnissioner.
Let me tell hon. members that probably no
head of a police administration in the Brit-
ish Empire is placed in a more difficult posi-
tion than is our Commissioner of Police,
Even the Commissioner’s secretary, now an
inspector of the Police Department, is a
member of the union by whieh all matters
affecting the serviee are discussed in camera,
the Commissioner being left stranded high
and dry. That is a state of affairs which
exists in no other part of the Government
Service. With regard to the railway ser-
vige, the hon. member referred to the work
performed by officers as against that carried
out by engine-drivers and firemen. No Gov-
ernment s¢ far have permitted the Commis-
sioner of Railways to be stranded in that
way. We have held the view all along that
officers who are in the position of his man-
agers, and should be in his eonfidence, should
he able to confer with him on all matters
relating to the welfare of those engaged in'
that particular department. On the other
hand, the Commissioner of Police has no
one upart trom members of the Police
Tnion to help him in his work. He has no
one to assist him except members of the
union who, as sneh, are in a position to eriti-
cise him at the exeeutive meetings of the
union and at their annual conferences. It is
quite possible for a constable to appear in
the Arbitration Court and eross-examine his
inspectors, the chief inspector, or even the
Commissioner himself regarding matters
affecting the discipline and welfare of the
police force. To that condition of
affairs the Commissioner is entitled o
draw attention, and T am eonvinced that the
time has arrived when we should separate
those in charge of the work of the depart-
ment from the men themselves who have to
be under the control of somecne. The work
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of administering the Police Department can-
not be left safely to any one man, much as
I respect and have regard for the man who
is occupying the position of Commissioner
at the moment. Tt is not right that he should
have no officer except members of the union
ahout him, and that he should be thus
stranded. There is a big difference between
that section of the police officers who have
to allot duties, and see that those duties are
performed properly hy the constables, and
the sertion comprising the constables who
have to earry out those duties. It is not fair
that inspectors and sergeants, who may have
to see that imstructions are carried out,
should be in a position to be earpeted and)
criticised or cross-examined at union meet-
ings hecause of some instruetions they may
have given to constables, I have as great
a knowledge of unions as the member for
Murchison, or anyone else in this Chamber.
I know that it is not so leng since that it
was not a question of an employer or a man-
ager of a business being in a union, but that
the unions themselves decided that once a
niember secured a position as a manager
ot hecame an ecmployer, that individual
had te cease to be a member of his
union. To-dav we are in a totally different
position rvegarding the police foree. The
decision of the Police Union was that,
apart from the Commissioner himself,
every member of the force had to belong to
the union. That is against all the recog-
nised principles of unionism. There is no
reason why a manager should sit side by side
with a member of a union, not on questions
relating to industrial conditions, but to dis-
cuss eonditions under which they shall work.
i agree entirely with the Commissioner that
while the rest of the force, other than eon-
stables, should be able to consider their wel-
fare, they should be able to deal with such
questions apart from the constables them-
selves, There is room for a separate organ-
isation for those men, and in other countries
separate organisations are permitied in the
force. There is no reason why the constabled
should not have their own organisation, and
the other higher officials & separate organ-
isation altogether. But all should not be
members of the one organisation.

Mr. Willeock: In actual praetice, there
has been no serious cause for complaint.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: I doubt
that. I believe the Commissioner of Police
would not have lodged any complaint unlesd
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he considered some harm had attached to
the present position.

Mr. Willcoeck: But not as a general prin-
ciple.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: I think
tke Commissioner has in mind things that
have happened that he eonsiders undesirable.
1 believe he bas in mind the faet that in-
spectors and sergeants are responsible for
the conduct of constables, but who, being
members of the one union, are subject to
criticism and eross-examination at wumion
meetings, because of instructions they may
have issued in the course of their duty.

Mr. Willeock: Still, I think the general
principle is all right.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: Well,
I have expressed my view, While I am still
prepared to protect each section of the poliee
force against the Commissioner or anyone
else, by allowing them to have their separate
arganisations, 1 will help them to that extent.
But I will not do anything that will have
the effect of breaking up their organisations,
and leaving the men themselves in a worse
position than they have been in the past. 1
have done my part as Minister, as my pre-
decessors have done, to protect the police
foree, and 1 mmn not preparved to drop them
because I believe an evil has evept into the
position throngh all the polive officers hav-
ing been foreed into one union. After all,
the Commissioner is merely human. It is
not possible for him te be familiar with all
that happens in connection with & police
foree the members of whiech are secattered
throughout the whole Stafe. The Commis-
sioner must depend upon his subordinate
officers and men for adviee and information
from outback centres. Yet some hon. mem-
bers would imagine that evervthing that is
done that, in their opinion, calls for eritie-
ism, is a seandal and is due solely to the
action of the Commissioner. I deny that.
Luynestionably, the present Commissioner of
Police has aeted under suceessive Govern-
ments and not one Government can charge
him with preferential treatment. I believe
that each Government can say honestly that
ke has acted impartislly. [f there is one
Government ofticer who ean sav honestly that
he has no politieal feelings at all, T am con-
vinced it is the Commissioner of Police him-
self. No Government eould charge him with
having political leanings, and I am sure my
‘predecessor in office will endorse that re-
mark. I do not believe any suggestion to
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the eontrary. I believe he has acted in an
absolutely disinterested and impartial man-
nev.

Mr. Wiltcock: He has heen most loyal in
currying out the policy of Governments.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: There is
no douht about that. He has been fair re-
gurding bis attitude to those under his con-
trol. The member for Middle Swan (M,
Hegney) introduced another question. He
dealt with the attitude of the police force
in connection with the industrial trouble
largely centred in the Murehison district.
The Police Aet nakes provision for the
swearing in of special constables. They are
not sworn in except by a magistrate, and not
until the magistrate himself is satisfied that
sueh a cowrse is warranted. The Commis-
sioner of Police does not swear in special
constables, but once they are sworn in those
men are subject to the discipline of the Com-
missioner, If the hon. member can produce
any evidenee that the special eonatables have
exeeeded their duty, I will have an investi-
gation made, and the Commissioner himself
will iuvestigate the matter, too. I do not
think they could have acted as suggested,
particularly if the members of the regular
police foree were present. 1t is possible they
may have asked the constables to get out
of the road and let them have a free runm,
bat I do not think that it police officers
themselves were present, they would have
permitted any such thing. T do net pro-
pose to concern myself abont the rights or
wrongs of the present dispute. 1 propose
to adopt the attitude that T have always fol-
lowed, and that is to see that, without fear
or favour, the Commissioner of Police and
his officers carry out their duties. So long
as I am Minister, and remain a member of
the Government. I shall see to it that the Com-
tissioner administers his duty without fear
or favour, and that anyone who desires to
carry on his lawful oceupation shall he per-
mitted to do so irrespective of the strength
of those opposed to him. I declare emphati-
cafly that no law-ahiding citizen need fear
the police force of Western Australin. On
the other hand, men who deliberately set
themselves out to hreak the law, to destroy
property and perhaps even life itself, will
find the Commissioner, with my approval
and bhacking, setting ahout to bring such
people to justice at the earliest possible
moment, and providing all the foree neces-
sary to prevent trouble,
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Mr. Willcoek: But such a condition of
affairs does not exist in the present instance.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: I would
he much more satisfied if T could think along
the lines indicated by the hon. member. I
am not satisfied that such conditions have
not existed, or wonld not have existed had
not prompt and effective measures heen un-
dertaken at onece.

Mr. Willeock: Oh, no!

The MINTSTER FOR POLICE: I have
heard that story before, I remember years
ago when I got “hark from the tomb” in
this Chamber because of matters arising out
of a trouble at Kalgoorlie. On that oceasion
we took such prompt action that no one lost
a hair of his head, no one was injured, and
the police had eontrol of the situation
promptly. Exactly the same result followed
upon the measures adopted in connection
with the trouble on the Esplanade some
years ago. We took precautionary sieps to
prevent trouble arising. Op the other hand,
when there was trouble at Fremantle during
the hon. member’s regime, 50 per cent, of the
police force were disabled before they were
permitted to defend their own lives.

Mr. Willcoek: That is quite wrong.

The MINISTER FOR P'OLICE: It is not
wrong. I hold the view that, although the
police constables wear a nniform, they are
still entitled fo protect themselves.

Mr. MeCallum: There was uot a single
Eoliceman disabled on that oceasion.

The MINISTER FOR FOLICE: What!

Mr. MeCallum: Not a single one.

Mr. Willeock: There were one or two who
had slight injuries.

Mr. Parker: What about poor Paterson?

Mr. McCallum: That was years before.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: The case
I refer to was in connection with the sea-
men's strike,

Mr, MeCallum : Yes, and not & single
policeman was disabled.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: I am
quoting the Commissioner's own words. He
said—

[n adidition, there were the two Fremantie
trouhles, and with regard to the lattcr one,
namely, the seamen’s strike, the police
showed the utmost forbearance and it was

not until gome 350 per cent. of their number
werce casualties thai they dispersed (hc crowd.

Mr. McCatlum: What do you call casual-
ties?
Mr. Grifliths: Nearly dead!
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Mr. MeCallum: Not one policeman was hit
with a stone.

The Minister for Lands: One had to go to
the Fremantle Hospital,

Mr. MceCallum: We did not support that
sort of thing.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: I did
not say that vou did.

Mr. MeCallum: You have exaggerated the
position,

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: I am
merely stating what happened. The hon.
member knows quite well what happened.
Before the police were permitted to disperse
{he erowd of law-breakers, a 5-ton truck of
coal was emptied at the policemen.

Myr. MeCallum: I never heard of that.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE : Then
sou hear of it now.
Mr. MeCallum: Tt is not correct.

The MINISTER I'OR POLICE : Of
course it is. Only those that set out to break
the law of the land need fear the police forece
of this State.

Mr. MeCallum: The Minister should not
exagacrate.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE : Perhaps
ihe hon. member will be aware of something
ciously in power, there was trouble at Fre-
wantle and ab that time it was not safe for
certain constables on duty at Fremantle to
e found alone in the street.

Mr. Willeock: That was years ago.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: I took
the stand then, and T take it now, that men
in unifmm who stand for the maintenance
of peree and for the protection of the public
are entitled tn exactlv the same protection
as they aceord others. I take the stand that
these men should be given an opportunity to
proteet themselves in the face of attacks such
as I have referred to, and in that particular
instance, when we armed the policz eon-
gtables, not another man was struck with a
bottle. Before then the constables were re-
parded as easy prey, seeing that they were
unarmed, and, in consequence, night after
night econstables were knocked down with
hottles. Once they were armed so that they
could protect themselves, there was peace in
Fremuntle. KExactly the same thing applies
pow and we are entitled to give protection
to those whe desire to carry out their lawful
occupations.

Mr. Willcock: Yon are discussing éwo dis
tinet things.
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The MINISTER FOR POLICE : Yo, I
have been dealing with the one matter.

Mr. Willeock: You have brought up things
that ocenrred yvears ago,

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: We are
entitled to use the police force for the pur-
pose of protecting life, to nssure peace in
the community and for the protection of
property.

Mr. Willeoek: Everyone will subscribe to
that.

Mr. H. W, Mann: The member for Scuth
Fremantle (Mr. MeCallum) deserved credit
ior the part he played years ago.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE : The
wember for South Fremantle had a free
hand in the eriticism indulged in in this
Chamber lecause we took effeclive steps to
proteet life and limb.

My, MeCalium: I tell you this, and the
member for Perth (Mr. H. W. Mann) ean
back me up, that it was not the police that
secured peace, but it was those who were
with me that were responsible,

Mr. H. W. Maun: That is correct.

Mr. McCallum: It was not the police at
all, The Premier knows that, too.

My, H W. Mann: That was to the hon.
member’s eredit.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: I have
not said otherwise. Al the same time, will
the member for South Fremantle support
the member for Middle Swan in his sugges-
tion that we should withdraw the police force
from what we know is an area in which
there are possibilities, of which we must
take cognizance?

Mr. Willcock:
possibilities.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: If there
is no likelihood of trouble arising, no one
will suffer in the process. But if the Com-
missioner is satisfed from reports received
that there are possibiljties, and if he can
avert serious loss of life and property and
general disruption, what sort of a charge
would be hurled at him if he did not take
precautionary measures?

Mr. Willcock: The Commissioner has lost
his nerve during the last six months.

The MINISTER ¥FOR POLICE: No, his
nerves are as good as ever they were. We
are told that there is no need to worry
about the position on the Murchison. The
bhon. member mentioned the Bullsbrook af-
foir. Would he suggest that when a man
is lying in hospital and for a time the doe-
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tors are not sure that he will not lose his
life, it is merely the result of a good hum-
oured dispute between two old friends? And
it must be rememhered that those men who
were attacked were proceeding to work un-
der an award granted by the Arbitration
Court, and were therefore following a law-
ful oceupation. They were entitled to get
the protection made available at the expensa
of the commwunity. I say definitely that the
Commissioner acted in aceordance with what
is understood to be the proper policy of
using the police force whenever he is satis-
fied it is necessary for the purpose of pro-
tecting life and property. On some other
matters mentioned I will have to make in-
quiries, for I do not know the details. The
member for Nelson made reference to a blue
paper being carried about by a constable,
and certain questions being asked of tha
licensee of an hotel. I do not know any-
thing about that. I do not know why it
was done or how it was prompted, but I
will inquire into it, and if it is not in com-
pliance with the law it will not continue.
That is all 1 need say, except that the Esti-
mates are framed largely on the basis of
those of last year and that I believe the pol-
ice foree is doing very excellent work.

Ytem, Inspectors, £5,086;

Mr. WILLCOCK: I presume the police
sent up to Carnarvon were in charge of an
inspector; at all events I have read that in
the Press. I think, with the member for
Middle Swan, that the Commissioner took
an entirely provoeative attitude in sending
up the police in such great numbers, and
that he put the country to unnecessary ex-
pense in chartering an aeroplane, which
should not have been done except in extra-
ordinary circumstances, An aetion of that
kind would give the whole community cause
for alarm over a comparatively trivial tron-
ble. If there is anything that does cause
diffienlty in an industrial dispute, it is an
unnecessary display of force, for invariably
it provokes reprisals. The Minister has said
the Commissioner is a loyal officer who gene-
rally exercises very fair judgment, As a
Minister for Police for three years, T can
endorse that statement; but I am positive
the Commissioner would never have sug-
gested inking the aetion that was taken in
the shearers’ trouble. He must have been
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inspired from some source, because from my
knowledge of him, bis judgment was much
better than that. I knew him very eclosely
during a disturbed fime, and I can say he
was never interfered with, that he was al-
lowed to take any action he chose in an in-
dustrial trouble, so long as he could justity
it. 8o I do not think the Commissioner
would suggest that because balf a dozen
people were engaged in an industrial dis-
pute, when it was known that there was not
going to be anything serious, a formidable
display of force should be made. For
constables to go along the King's highway
and demand people’s names and search them,
is a highly provocative action. And what
necessity was there for the magistrate to
swear in 100 special constables? As I say,
if the Commissioner acted on his own
initiative in this matter he has wholly lost
bis nerve, for six months ago he would not
have thought of taking such action. Had
there been hotheads in the community, such
provocative taetics might well have caused
serious trouble. As for the affair at Bulls-
brook, there are more serious brawls in the
¢ity of Perth every day of the week.

Mr. Sampson: Surely you don’t want to
justify that sort of thing.

Mr. WILLCOCK : Certainly not. 1f the
men at Pullsbrook had been armed with
weapons endangering life, there might have
been some reason for what was done. There
was no possibility of any serious trouble
there, no danger to life or property. If
during the industrial dispute on the Mur-
chison there had been a single attempt made
on life or property, there might have been
some shadow of an excuse for the charlering
of an aeroplane.

The Minister for Police: You have heard
that a number were fined to-day for heing
armed.

Mr. WILLCOCK: I did hear something
about it, but I do nof believe in members
of DParliament criticising the decisions of
magistiates. Still, on the limited informa-
tion T have, I do not agree that even the
fines were warranied. At all events, it was
absolutely unnecessary to make a tremend-
ous display of foree by chartering aero-
planes and taking provoeative action; nor
was there any warrant for the police bail-
ing up men on the Wing's highway, asking
their names and searching them. I do not
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helieve the Commissioner of Dolice was re-
sponsible for it, No doubt he was influenced
by some people who see red in a time of
industrial trouble. During the trouble at
Fremantle all sorts of alarming reports
were brought into my office, and I was urged
to issue arms to the police. Still we got
through without any serious trouble. Only
in a serious emergency should the police
be armed. There was nothing in this latest
industrial dispute to warrant the arming of
tho police or to justify the action taken.
It was only through good fortune that that
action did not result in an explosive out-
burst in which somebody might have got
hurt. It was squandering money to hire
aeroplanes {o no purpose, and I hope that
before money is again squandered io that
way an inquiry will be held by the respon-
sible Minister.

Mr. McCALLUM: I want to correct amn
idea that appears to be in the mind of the
Minister—who was not in Parfiament when
the hig trouble oceurred in 1919. If he
has the iden that the best thing to do in
these troubles is to arm the police and make
a show of foree, I suggest to him that by
gaining the canfidence of the leaders of the
men he will do more than any armed force
can do.

The Minister for Police: I was not refer-
ring to that ease.

Mr. MeCALLUM: The Minister said the
police were laid out with bottles every night,
and that it was only after the police were
armed that peaer reighed in  Fremantle.
There is not a word of truth in that.

The Minister for Police: Yes, there is.

Mr. MeCALLUM: I knew all about it. 1
there was any man in the country who
knew exactly what was going on, it wus I

My, H. W. Mann: And 1.

Mr. MeCALLUM: Yes, and the hon.
member. Tt was through the leaders
of the men that peace was vestored.

If the Minister will follow that policy,
there will be no need to arm the police or
make a parade of force. Surely he should
be ashamed to meation the display on the
Esplanade, With the Red Cross nurses
and ambulances, it was the greatest farce
ever perpetrated. The Seamen’s TUnion
trouble concerned the overseas men, not
our own. No sympathy was extended to
them, and the only casnalty on that oec-
casion I believe was Inspector Sellenger,
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who had his ankle or knee hurt. To say
that half the police force were casualties
before any action was taken is sheer non-
sense.

The Minister for Police: I say it is not.

Mr. MeCALLUM: The Minister does
not know,

The Minister for Police: I do know, be-
cause I have the whole of the evidence.

Mr. MeCALLUM: I know all ahout it.
All that the Minister knows is what is con-
tained in the report of the Commissioner

The Minister for Police: That is what
I am stating.

Mr. H, W, Mann: Seven constables were
struck,

The Attorney General: The member for
South Fremantle resided on the wharf, I
suppose.

Mr. Willeock: Yes, and prevented a lot
of trouble.

Mr. McCALLUM: I do not think any-
one will dispute that I know what hap-
pened on that occasion.

The Minister for Police: You were
called to book afterwards for arming the
police.

Mr, M¢CALLUM: The Labour organisa-
tions did not support the men in that
trouble.

The Minisier for Police: You were called
to book.

Mr. MeCALLUM: I was not. The Min-
ister after the statement he has made to-
night, would say anything. I have no de-
sire to talk about by-gones; I would sooner
forget them, but I do not want the Minis-
ter to run away with the idea that the way
to overcome trouble is to display force.

The Attorney General: Then what would
you do; let people fight it out?

Mr. Willeock: Not interfere until the
necessity arises.

The Attorney (General: We must not act
until the necessity arises!

Mr. McCALLUM: The Minister must
admit that if the dispute on the Fremantle
wharf had not been stopped when it was,
there would bave been considerable loss of
life that morning, but it was not armed
foree that stopped it. Reason will prevail
where force fails. ‘

The Attorney General:
reason with those men?

Mr. MeCALLUM: We did reason with
them, and suceceded. I am satisfied that
if the trouble had not been stopped when
it was, there would have been 500 addi-
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tional tombstones in the Fremantle ceme-
tery. I hope the speech of the Minister
is not an indication of the poliey the de-
partment will adopt in indunstrial tronbles.

Mr. Willeock: I hope so, too.

Mz, MeCALLUM: If the Minister needs
the assistance of the Labour organisations,
he can rely upon my help without display-
ing armed force.

The Minister for Police: Why not reason
with those men now?

Mr. MeCALLUM: I have nothing to do
with the shearers’ trouble; I know nothing
about it.

Mr .Willeock: They are not making any
display of armed force.

The Minister for Police: There is an
award of the court that is not being ob-
served.

Mr. Willeoek: But should the police be
nsed to eompel men to return to work?

The Attorney General: No, the police
should bhe used to prevent men from inter-
fering with others who wish to work.

Mr. Willecock: Not by arms and aero-
planes, or by searching people.

Mr. MecCALLUM: What I object to is
that the Minister’s speech eould be inter-
preted to indicate that he favours interven-
tion by armed force.

The Minister for Police:
anything of the sort.

Mr, McCALLUM: I do not wish to mis-
interpret the Minister. Tt is too serious a
matter into whiech to introduce party
bitterness. Instead of the Minister
committing the police to that kind of
action, I would like him to send for the
leaders and diseuss the matter with them.
By reasoning with them, it is possible to
obtain assistanee that cannot be obtained by
the display of armed force.

The Minister for Police: The leaders
deny knowledge of this trouble, as you deny
it.

Mr. McCALLUM: If the leaders cannot
prevent trouble, it is a pretly hopeless
position.

The Attorney General: That is the posi-
tion.

Mr. MeCALLUM: Is it the position? I
have not read of any dangerous situation
having ariser over the shearers’ {rouble.
The Bullsbrook incident was a good old
British argument with fists.

The Attorney General. What! Kicking
men in the guts! That is what they did.

I did not say
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My, MeCALLUM: I understood it was a
bout of fisticufls.

The Minister for Police: No, they put in
the boots.

Mr. MeCALLUM: So far as I am aware,
no weapons were displayed or used. I hope
my interpretation of the Minister's speech
is wrong, and 1 hope he is not likely to
adopt a policy of force, If he does so, there
is sure to be trouble.

Mr. H W, MANN: I feel it my duty
to say a few words, because the member for
South Fremantle (Mr. MeCallum) said I
was conversant with the big trouble at
Fremantle. If there was any man who de-
served eredit for what he did, it was the
member for South Fremantle. 1 do not
know whether it is wise to revive the matter
after so many years, bmt the tronble has
been referred to. I was in charge from be
ginning to end. The member for South
Fremantle, who was then the leader of the
industrialists, went with me to Fremantle
in the police car on the Monday follow-
ing the Saturday trouble. On the Monday
night, shots were exchanged in High-street,
and police and civilians were wounded.
The hon. member faced the ecrowd in
High-street, ordered them to the theatre
and told them their duty as members of
the union. He held the mob until peace was
restored. I feel it my duty to say that,
becanse there may he some misunderstand-
ing of the attitude he adopted. If all lead-
ers in industrial troubles would do what the
hon. member did on that occasion and co-
operate with those in authority, the troubles
wonld be kept well in hand.

Mr. SAMPSON: I know that a big ma-
jority of the shearers regret the trouble
that oceurred at Bullsbrook, but it did occur,
and we are indebted to the police for taking
the necessary steps to preserve law and
order,

Hon. P. Collier: As a matter of fact, the
police did not arrive until the trouble was
over.

Mr. SAMPSON: The action of the police
in maintaining order in the shearing districts
will be generally approved. After the re-
marks of the member for Perth, it should be
opportune for a representative of the men
to make a statement by way of inducing the
shearers to return to work. If thev do not,
their places will be filled by others. If the
Arbitration Court is to retain the respect
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of the public, its awards must be obeyed.
The defeat of the shearers is certain, and
they will be acting in their own interests if
they return to work. We hear accounts of
the happenings in the Murchison distriet.

Mr. Willecock: What do you know?

Mr. SAMPSON: It is necessary that pro-
tection be afforded there.

Mr. Willeock: You know that, do you!

Mr. SAMPSOXN: T do.

Hon, P. Collier: You must bave read it
in one of your country papers.

Mr. SAMPSON: The ex-Minister for
Police must know the position and regret
the turn events have taken. I am satisfled
that if the shearers were advised by some-

one in whom they had econfidence, the
trouble would soon he settled. If the
Leader of the Opposition appealed

to them, I helieve some good would result.
The men ave under the impression they
should stand by each other in resisting this
award. That is entirely wrong.

Hon. P. Collier: We are not discussing
the award.

Mr. SAMPSON: The Leader of the Op-
position will agree that what is happening
on the Murchison is aiming a serious blow
at arbitration.

Hon. P. Collier: We are not discussing
that question.

Mr. SAMPSON: I hope, following the
remarks of the Leader of the Opposition,
of the member for Perth and others, that
something may yet be done to hring the
trouble to an end.

Vote put and passed.
Vote—Forests, £19,684:

Progress reported,

ASSENT TO EBILLS.

Message from the Governor received and
read notifying assent to tbe undermen-
tioned Bills:—

1, High School Aect Amendment.
2, Supply Bill (No. 2). £970,000.

BILL—MAIN ROADS,

Returned from the Council with au amend-
ment,

House adjourned at 9.49 pm.



